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Foreword

Interest has grown so much in the purchase of pots of ex-
cellence by official bodies such as the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Department of Internal Affairs and Museums and Art
Galleries, that the N.Z. Society of Potters has had to institute
a policy of buying the best pots whenever available.

These National Exhibitions are a prime source, but
purchases are made from most exhibitions where possible,
and from all potters — not just Society Members. Society
representatives in each area are able to purchase pots to add
to the numbers required. Pots are also wanted for exhibitions
overseas, and an increasing number of these are sought.

All this is an indication of the firmly established interest in
and high regard for the work of N.Z. potters. Overseas
studermts are increasingly asking for apprenticeships or for
periods of work with established potters.

The Annual Exhibition still seems to be the main venue to
show the varied work of potters throughout the country, and
the means whereby potters gather together for all the varied
and necessary reasons of communication and exchange of
ideas.

The public has the task of assessing its approach to the work
shown in such an exhibition — whether it is in the search for
something continually ‘'new’ from a potter, or whether in the
quiet assessment of standards and skills maintained and
advanced in a field of work of the potters own choosing.

Peter Stichbury
President. N.Z. Society of Potters



The Arabia Pots

To most of us the name Arabia conjures up pictures of
teapots, cups & saucers and cookware of high technical and
aesthetic standards Products that serve their purpose —
serve man — as effectively as possible, and are beautiful.
However, the work exhibited here is from Arabia's Art
Department.

Although the art and design departments are separate, this
factory believes that it is one of the responsibilities of indus-
try to provide the artist with vehicles of expression. In this
way he is given full freedom to develop his technical
possibility. The factory has an entire floor devoted to the art
department. Here leading Finnish potters have their own
studios and produce highly individual and original pieces.

We may wonder why they don't work on their own as N.Z
potters do. Warmth and space have something to do with it.
The severe Finnish winter. Devastations of war.

Individual houses in the cities are only for the well-to-do. The
apartments, though cleverly designed, are too small to take a
kiln or wheel. Also, the ground is frozen for many months and
the winters long and dark, so perhaps working among others
provides a more stimulating and enlivening atmosphere.

This department also invites leading potters from other
countries to participate. These guests have transmitted
something of the English potters craft, Japanese tradition,
refined Scandinavian workmanship, rich Hungarian deco-
ration, and Finnish sculptural form. There is no doubt that
this prevents artistic stagnation.

The Arabia Art Department has developed into a kind of
cultural institution where the artists are guaranteed total
freedom of artistic experimentation in ceramics, backed by
the technical know-how, assistance and equipment of the
factory.

PAUL ENVALDS
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DONALD THORNLEY; AUCKLAND Whilst in Christchurch you might like to visit
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The Navajo
91d Riccarton Rd
Arts and Crafts Boutique

Gallery 204
204 Fendalton Rd Near Clyde Rd Corner
N.Z. Handcrafts, many leading Potters features

Upstairs and Downstairs Gallery
173 Manchester St Corner Cashel-Manchester Streets
Crafts and Pottery
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