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Message from the
Executive Director

Kia Ora

Having recently returned from a four year stint in Vancouver,
Canada, I was impressed to see how the crafts in New Zealand
are flourishing.

The superb works which greeted me were a far cry from the
more conservative work with which I had become familiar in the
late seventies. )

Was it really the lifting of import licences which gave
craftspeople access to a wider spectrum of products? Maybe it was,
but 1 also suspect that all that had gone before provided the
groundwork for the surge of creativity into new and exciting areas.
I believe in large part that the Crafts Council of New Zealand
too, has had an enormous impact on encouraging excellence and
innovation, through its activities and initiatives.

No doubt there are still boundaries to be pushed, and it is areas
such as presentation, packaging, pricing and distribution that need
to be addressed with the same care as that which has gone into the
craff piece.

These are areas which I am particularly interested in and I
believe the Crafts Council has much to do in ensuring New
Zealand crafts are marketed, both within New Zealand and
overseas, in the best possible way.

While we all derive enormous pleasure from the beautiful work
which is produced here, it is I think, important that we appreciate
that the activity has a business orientation. It is, as a consequence,
subject to the same vagaries of the market place as any other
product, and it is the responsibility of the Crafts Council to ensure
that standards of excellence and innovation are encouraged and
developed at all levels of activity — from production to point of
purchase,

The Crafts Council has a well establ* hed profile, however,
there is still a requirement to attract more individuals and
corporations to the organisation. The progress of the Crafis
Council in achieving its objectives can only be advanced if we
have more support,

These are indeed times of change and I have every confidence
that the Council has the ability to maximise these opportunities in
a way which will benefit all craft in New Zealand.

I am looking forward to identifying these opportunities and
assisting the Crafts Council of New Zealand to meet its
objectives,
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LETTERS

Index concerns

[ am writing to you to voice
my concern over the matter of
the New Zealand Craft Index.
Undoubtedly many an
cstablished artist’s ego took a
battering at the selection panel’s
hand, and very possibly this
will be quite good for us in the
long term.

However my concern 1s that
the judgement of the selection
pancl should be scen to be
completely objective in its
decisions. [ suggest that it is
therefore a little inappropriate
for the selection pancl
themselves to consider their
own applications while they are
serving on the panel, however
meritorious their work. In the
metal section for instance, two
of the selection panel voted
themselves onto the index. | am
sure both Eléna Gee and John
Edgar are, undoubtedly,
entirely worthy of the honour, |
merely suggest that it doesn't
look very professional that it
appears they publicly came to
this decision about their own
work!

Elizabeth Fraser-Davies

The panel members did not sit
mn on the assessment of their
own work. They rentoved
themselves from the
proceedings and their place was
taken by another independent
expert. Ed.

I strongly object to the secrecy
and chtism surrounding the
selection of the Crafts Council
Index. I think it is dangerous
and totalitarian.

Having offered my work for
selection | discovered chat the
work was to be divided into
three tiers but we were not to
be told about this yet. People
are sensitive about such matters
and need to be told by letter. |
was surprised, because one of
the selectors i our area is
known to dislike competitions,
and angry because the rules had
been changed. Eventually a
letter arrived relling me [ had
not been selected. There was no
mention of three tiers, | naively
assumed 1 was on level two but
discovered weeks later that level
two people got a different letter
entitling them to grants or
something like that,

I would not have applied for
this index had | known 1t
would be so restrictive,
particularly as the chosen elite,
an elite of none in some cases,
now become the next orchestra
to play as their colleagues are
sent to the cultural gas
chambers. | don't say this
lightly. Attempts to discuss the
matter with sci‘cmrs meet with
defensiveness and evasion and
that’s not right.

Your use of an image of mine
on the cover of the magazine

makes no sense to me in the
light of this index. Does this'®
make the magazine level three?
Someone has seen fir to blank
out the silver toggle and
convert it to paua, It does make
me wonder. The Dowse Art
Museum and the Auckland
Museum and Institute both
have work in their permanent
collections from ‘rejected’ crafts
people. Where does that place
them in the scheme of things?

Alan Preston

The Index of New Zealand
Craftworkers has had its inital
round of selection and it is
aprnrcnt that the process has
failed to produce anything like
the result that most members of
the Crafts Council would have
expected. The information sheet
for applicants gave as one of the
purposes of the index: “(b) to
tacilitate communication
between clients wishing to buy
or commission craftwork, and
the appropriate artist”. Perhaps
the key to what has happened i
in the last word, “artist”. When
one rejection states that the
craftsperson has demonstrated
extremely high standards of
professionalism and technical
skills, it becomes obvious that
some panels saw this not as an
index of craftspeople, but of
artists. The president suggests
in Newsletter 12 that we should
congratulate the panel on their
courage, | suggest on the
contrary, they should accept
some of the blame for the index
failing to meet its stated
purpose. An architect secking to
commission a tapestry shortly
after the index was selected,
was referred to at least three
tapestry weavers, all of whom
were rejected from the index.
So much for the final product.

The Crafts Council has
devoted a large amount of time
and resources to this project
which seems to be of little
benefit to the members. I see
the results of the exercise as
indicative of a disturbing trend
in the activities of the Crafts
Council. The nature of work
which comes under the broad
heading of craft covers an
extremely wide spectrum and
the Crafts Counail needs to be
correspondingly broad in irs
outlook. The council should be
devoting equal energy to the
craftsperson producing high
quality willow baskets woven
in traditional designs as it does
to the craftsperson producing
non-functional, sculptural
works. (Perhaps, as one
member suggested to me, we
need to promote the formation
of a membership based
organisation for artists as it is
apparent that they feel the need
to belong to something.)

If you are as disturbed as |
am a{amat the philosophical
direction of the Crafts Council,
I suggest you talk or write to
your favourite executive

member asking them to raise
the issue and put your point of
view at the next executive
meeting. Don’t just complain,
seck action.

Simon King

I do support the concept of an
index, my comments only
relate to woodturnings and 1
wish to be constructive,

I do not consider a
woodturning can be accurately
Jjudged solely from a colour
slide. Neither scratch marks,
end grain roughness or finish
can be seen in a photograph,
How can it be decided if there
are screw holes, dovetail chuck
marks etc. under the final
product? | would strongly
recommend and urge that a
random selection of say three
pieces be made from the shdes
and these be forwarded to the
council for the next part of the
judging. Acrual handling and
viewing of each piece is the
only practical, satisfactory and
fair way to make a reasonable
asscssment.

I would also make the point
that when the panle decline to
accept work, the reasons for so
doing should be very fully
explained to the craftsman.
Atter all, the judges must have
reasons, so let them be stated. It
is of no assistance to a young,
up and coming turner to be
told, baldly, your photography
15 not good; or your design is
not good; or that finish needs
improving. Why is it not good?
Where is it wrong? In what
direction? There 1s no value in
flat, negative statements.
Constructive reasons must be
forthcoming.

I fear that withoui the
adoption of these or similar
points there is a distinct
EOSSibili[y of the index

ecoming a non event and
certainly a questionable
reference point for overseas
visitors. This would be a pity.

Ken Sager

I make a living building musical
instruments and applied for
inclusion in the Inr:llzx of N.Z.
Craftworkers. Unfortunately
the panelists were unable to
assess the musical quality of my
recordings or testimonials of
musicians, including
internationally known
performers. Of course | realise
this was only the first time, and
| am sure the next time they
will be prepared for this type of
problem,

This unfortunate episode does
however highlight a much more
serious problem: that of
boundaries. The Index will give
five categories: glass;
jewellery/metal, wood; textile
and ceramics. This, sadly,
reflects the thinking even of
many of our craftsmen. Yet a
top craftsman MUST also be a
good artist and many artists

need to explore, break or ignore
boundaries. [, for one, refuse to
be pigeonholed.

Take for instance what many
laymen see as an casily defined
class: jewellery. In addition to
metal, precious stones and other
minerals, the jeweller/craftsman
may use glass, shells, bone,
vory, coral, enamel, wood,
ceramics, plastics, leather,
human hair, etc. And ves, |
have even seen particularly fine
jewellery incorporating
embroidery!

The Index may well help us
to market our work, but how
many craftsmen are there,
whose work cannot be classified
in just one of it’s five
categories? And how many
craftsmen find themselves
excluded altogether because
their craft is not even
mentioned?

The Index should help, not
hamper. So please, don't restrict
us so, and scrap the
pigeonholes!

Leo ]. Cappel

What happened with the
selection of the Index of New
Zealand Craftworkers? [ have
heard the flak of discontent
from various craftspeople
around the country, and in this
letter I would like to voice
some of the concern that I, with
others, feel.

This is not a case of sour

rapes. There is no question
that selection must be rigorous
to maintain a high international
level of NZ crafts, and those of
us who were not accepted on
the index must bow graciously
to the selectors’ decisions,
assuming that their judgements
were made with genuine and
well considered concerns for a
first rate index. Any
professional craftsperson knows
that putting work up for
judgement automatically places
him or her in a potentially
painful position of seeing work
rejected. This 1s the way of the
waorld.

One of the comments that
arises from this selection
procedure, however, is that the
numbers of craftspeople selected
for the index is so minimal as
to be insulting to the credibility
of creative craft in New
Zealand. How did it happen
that so few of our New Zealand
talent went on file? This present
index obviously represents only
the minute tip of a splendid
iceburg and tends to jeopardize
the purposes of the index which
are: “a) To promote the work
of individual craftworkers and
to promote New Zealand
nationally and internationally;
b) To facilitate communication
between clients wishing to bu
ar commission craftwork, an
the appropriate artist, ¢) To
provide a representarive and up
to date slide library of New
Zealand craftspeople.” The
index is obviously meant to be
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a positive undertaking to
represent NZ craftspeople. It
means to encourage artists to
submit regularly for the index.
It means to “promote”,
“provide”, “facilitate”, but
seems to have failed by
discouraging more people than
it encouraged. How many
eople wiﬁ bother to submit in
uture?

And what of the plight of the
selectors? They have been put
in the untenable and most
awkward position of being the
judges :mcfthe judged. Thus is
totally unacceptable. Must those
of the selectors who have been
chosen for the index submit
themselves to the
understandable scepticism of
peers who question how that
selection was made. Were they
judged by different people with
different criteria, since they
certainly didn’t select
themselves? It is unfair on the
selectors to have to go through
this, Perhaps the Crafts Council
has learned that in future those
who select must NOT be in the
running to be selected
themsc}fvcs_ Since selection is
achieved through slides, there
must be a way of finding
qualified selectors from the
various crafts outside this
country,

It 15 important to discuss
these matters. The index has
great potential for our NZ
craftworkers and deserves our
time and input. Without certain
changes, however, its credibility
and, hence, its future seems
questionable. Goodwill is as
mportant as promotion
amongst all of us. Can’t the
index address itself to both and
still fulfil its stated aims?

Holly Sanford

As both an executive member
of the CCNZ and as a member
of the Leather Media Selection
Panel, 1 feel compelled to
submit a personal viewpoint on
the craft index.

There are no leatherworkers
on the 1986 index. This should
not be construed as there being
no leatherworkers of standard.
On the contrary there are many
craftworkers who in the field of
leather, have attained regional,
national and even international
levels. The guidelines for the
index, though, precluded all of
the leather applicants, as they
precluded many others in the
various media. Many of these
are professional craftspeople
with years of commissions,
exhibition and craft experiences
behind them, and who
currently represent the strength,
depth and breadth of New
Zealand crafts.

I accept responsibility for the
current craft index, but must
admit personal reservations
about the way such an index
can best serve the New Zealand

craft scene. While the current
guidelines are excellent, they are
extremely elite and necessarily
subjective through the necessary
100% wvote required.

I believe a broadening of the
index guidelines will allow for a
wider representation of New
Zealand craftspersons on the
index. The role of the Crafts
Council is to promote standards
and professionalism in the
crafts. The role includes
representing all Crafts Council
members, and the Council must
be wary of representing the
interests of a few at the expense
of the majority. A broader set
of index guidelines on the other
hand will provide access for
work currently excluded, not
because of professional
standards, but on the basis of
labels applied to the work:
‘praduction run’, ‘domestic’, or
‘fashion oriented’ are examples.
Perhaps we are defining the
purpose and function of the
index too narrowly? In order to
promote the New Zealand
crafts, we must be seen to

romote the professional arena
in all its richness of expression.
The index should therefore be a
promotional directory. As such
a directory, it must provide
excellent visual examples of the
highest level of craft
performance. But the definition
of ‘craft’ it advocates must also
be broad.

The richness of the New
Zealand crafts phenomena is an
international story, and it
deserves promotion in full.
Each member capable of
consistently producing work at
a professional level ought to be
able to count on their elected
body for support. The question
of standards 1s frequently
discussed. My thoughts are that
if a craftsperson has work
acceptable for exhibition at the
CCNZ Gallery, or if the
CCNZ is prepared to make
recommendations for
commissions, then their work is
worth showing on the slide
index. If 20% of New Zealand
craftspeople can eventually
make it onto the index, then the
return for New Zealand crafts
will be a richer reward. More
people will use the directory for
a wider range of purposes. The
directory will cater for a
broader range of tastes and
needs. The selective use of the
index is always guaranteed.
Individuals drawing on the
index files, be they gallery
owner, tourist, craft writer,
craftsperson or student, will
ultimately draw their own
conclusions. Therefore for
panels to prejudge beyond
technical excellence will provide
an incomplete overview of the
richness and variety found in
New Zealand crafts.

Hiccoughs aside, the crafts
index is an important step
forward. Let us not make the
mistakes made by the British
Crafts Council. The work of
one leathercrafter I met there

was good enough to front the
British Shoe Show, curated
international travelling
exhibition. Thea Cadabra was
not, however, good enough for
their slide index. Result? Thea
Cadabra was planning to
emigrate to either America or
Australia — by craft invitation.
[ am certain that ultimately the
index will be an enriching
national experience, and our
professional standard
craftspersons will be represented
in 1ts files.

David Russell

Amy Brown Replies

I agree with the criticism that
black and white photographs
were a poor choice to
accompany the review of the
Knitting Awards at
Compendium, especially as
colour photographs were
supplied by Compendium at
their own expense.

[ stand by my review of the
award and would make the
following comments.

1. There were no incorrect facts
in the article, and while the
choice of sub-head was not
mine, | was indeed reviewing
Kaffe Fassett’s selection, but not
all of it.
2. Perhaps David Barratt's
interpretation of “named
knitters” 1s different from mine.
[ saw no work by nationally
known knitters like Lee
Anderson or Roz Mexted to
“name” but two. This was a
national award and within that
category only Adams &
Thornton are nationally known
although there may sull be
people who have never heard of
them.
3. Craft reviews are not just
written for craftspeople. Other
readers may require a little
more in review terms than lises
of names and honeyed phrases;
which appear to be many
people’s belief of what a review
ought to be. A look in the
dictionary at the meaning of
“review” may be enlightening.
4. If you care to go back an
reread the article you will come
to the sentence “So in that
context, what really worked?”.
Having already written at
length about De Graff's
winning entry, the names that
followed were mentioned in
connection with the criteria laid
down by both Kaffe Fassett,
Compendium and myself as
reviewer. Of course the review
is personal and subjective, aided
by the reviewer’s knowledge of
the subject. That is one of the
things that reviewing is all
about.
5. Given more space | could
have gone on at length and
discussed each and every
arment and knitter. That may
Eave been more hurtful to some
than to others, Kaffe Fassett’s
selection not withstanding.

Nobody said | had to agree
with his choices.

6. Of ccurse Betty Barratt’s
jersey was lovely: so were some
of the others nor mentioned, but
if you lay down criteria, and
look at the entries with that in
mind, then you have to leave
soime out,

7. You can't please everyone.
That's not what you're there
for.

8. | shouldn't really allow
myself to be drawn into this. It
may appear that ['m trying to
Justity my review which | very
definitely am not.

Learning Experience

After viewing the last Fletcher
Brownbuilt Exhibition, then
reading Campbell Hegan’s
review on it and Adrienne
Matthews’ letter (Spring 87 and
Autumn 87) [ am left with the
thought of how we can look,
then come away expressing
different facets on tLe same
subject.

Hegan's review, | felt,
expressed his deep concern and
feeling for pottery. And, for
me, pulled this exhibition into
an order and form [ had not
seen when viewing it.

The first impact of this show

filled me with nostalgia. It had

the look of a crafts bazaar [rom
the nineteen-sixties. The
exhibits tumbled and crammed
together, so much so that
things like techniques and styles
were lost in a sea of clay
confusion. There was little
space to see what those selected
had created. Mediocre, gross
and superb sat beside one
another in what has to be called
an exhibition which covered the
market!

Hegan saw all this in a more
charitable light. But Hegan's
and Matthews' views on
plagiarism are of greater
mterest. For myself, after
looking at the exhibits. [ came
away with the rather naive
thinking of — *Well, if onc
potter put so many works in
under different names, no
wonder he won'.

Subsequent knowledge has
rectified that laxity on my part,

It is to be hoped that this, the
last of the Fletcher Brownbuilts,
has been a learning experience,
not only for the potters of New
Zealand, but for all
craftspeople. In exhibitions of
the high standing which the
Brownbuilt has enjoyed, it
should not be the bulk of
productions, styles, nor
technigques which carry the day.
We are now catering for a more
sophisticated public wha
demand quality and forward
thinking in the crafts. And we
have come to a point when we
must set new demands upon
ourselves to meet this market,
or fall in a backward wimper of
preciousness.

Malcolm Harrison.
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The Govett-Brewster Art
Gallery staff were very pleased
to read Anncke Borren's
enthusiastic response to our
Ceramics 86 exhibition,
reviewed in the New Zealand
Crafts number 20) 1ssue.

We were also glad to sec her
appreciation for the exhibition
catalogue, and agree with her
that it provides very attractive
and appropriate promotional
material for those artists
icluded. However I'd like to
re-direct some of that praise
where it's really due; while
Roger King did help the Gallery
exhibition officer of the tme
considerably with the
facilitating of the exhibition,
and the arrangement of a small
amount of sponsorship, he did
not ‘prepare the catalogue’. The
catalogue material was edited
and prepared by myself, with
the help of Anna Bibby and the
Gallery Registrar, Louis
Johnston. The most effective
and attractive design work was
carried out by the Gallery
Graphic Designer, Verne
Barrell, and the black and white
phot(ugm?hy was done by the
Gallery photographer Dennis
Feaver. In the absence-of grant
money from any other source
than the sponsorship referred to
carlicr, the Gallery mn fact
picked up the tab for a very
substantial part of the
exhibition’s cost. Of course we
were happy to do so.

The matter of the number of
catalogues printed needs
clarification: a large number of
the 300 print runs still languish
m our Gallery Shap, despite our
strenuous attempts to market
them. We hope your readers
will mdeed take vour excellent
advice, and purchase them in
large quantities. As you will be
aware, reprints are very casily
arranged should public demand
Justity them; so far, in this case,
it regrettably hasn't.

Finally, while we welcome
the acknowledgement that
traditional art/craft boundaries
are being broken down in many
mnstitutions (the article
clsewhere in the issue on one of
our Eimu‘crs in this field, james
Mack. makes this even more
clear), surely your reviewer is
somewhat behind the times in
making it. The Govett-
Brewster 1sn't all that
“hallowed”, and has throughout
its twenty odd vear history had
revealed on many occasions the
sort of flexible approach to
art/craft boundaries that
Ceramies 86 illustrated,

Nor are we alone in this: the
Sarjeant Art Gallery, Wanganui,
the Dowse Art Museum,
Waikato Museum ot Art &
History, Rotorua Art Gallery
and the Suter Art Gallery,
Nelson are among the galleries
who share this flexibility of
attitude.

Cheryll Sotheran

The letter below has been

published with the
permission of the Hon.
David Lange, Prime

Minister of New Zealand
and Rhonda Greig, wife

of the late James Greig.

Dear New Zealand Prime Minister
David Lange,

This letter is being written by a _Japanese
art lover to express our deepest condolence
Sor your loss of James Greig as your
national “treasure”, and show our deepest
sorrow for his passing away and onr
sincerest gratitude to you for helping Jim
to come to Japan. We feel ourselves really
blessed to see Jim and his greatest work
here in Japan.

As you alveady know, Jim's art has in
itself such a great universality that
Japanese art circle has allowed him to
enter their own “marker” with a mixed
feeling. Why do Japanese feel mixed,
Sfacing his art? It is because they feel it
containing quite a new impulse in spite of
its graceful manifestation of Beauty b
which they are enchanted. japam’sc_fgd in
a dreamy consciousness: we have to accept
James Greig's art as wonderfil revelation
of Beauty. His art has something essential
in common with our own Great Masters
such as KAWAI Kanjiro. But how did
he climb up to the highest mountain at
whose top is an ever-young Fountain of
Creation? We know our Great Artists
managed to succeed by ‘instinctively’
Sollowing the ‘traditional’ ‘conventional:
the Old Path on which our ancestors trod.
(1 think you know Eastern pottery
tradition has an old an origin as our own
civilisation has.)

Then, how did James Greig make his
way? He seems to have attained the
Fountain of Creation in a “new " way.
UMEHARA Takeshi, a renowned
Japanese philosopher, deseribed this
vague, but honest feeling as follows:

James Greig strives to express Cosmic
Metaphysics he has grapsed through the
art quorrer‘y.jusr as _Japanese pottery
(for example, primeval “Jomon”
straw-rope pattern pots) has once been the
revelation of a kind of Cosmic
Metaphysics, so this New Zealand potter
artist seems to be trying to create
“Merahrsif_c Jor the 21st century” by
manipulating pottery art as his dear
nstriment,

Japanese are first struck by his
penctrating creative quality. [ imagine
New Zealanders marvel first at his
“refined” colour and form. If it is not the
case, you have to stand before his work
for a ron‘g time, pondering over why
Japan has accepted his entry with passion
when she tries hard to reject New
Zealand products, building barriers both
visible and invisible. (I say so with the
knowledge that Japan is your biggest
partner in trade.) I would like to give you
a riddle as if I were a Zen priest:

Meditation over James Greig's art is
the best key to your economic success in
Japan. But why did he make a success
here?

This riddle is for Japanese, too.
Because for further development Japanese
must grasp in consciousness the reason
why James Greig is so appealing to them
(for the present Japanese just “fgr?” it.)
As a friend of Jim, I know I have still a
lot more to learn from him. I beseech you
to keep on going the work he had to stop:
building a ﬁridge between New Zealand
and Japan.

Jim came here to bring “rejuvenation”
to Japanese Art. I am sure you have
shared a great role in fulfilling his
mission. Helping his work to be
introduced to us is nothing other than
putting forth your own political stance to
us in an artistic way. Through
appreciation of Jim’s art, I've got a
ﬁf’ndameum! understanding and sympathy
for your peace policy.

Now I close this letter by showing my
deepest gratitude to New Zealand
Embassy and Consulate for their help at
the funeral service for [im in Japan, and
my profoundest respect and awe to “my
dear” Jim for his g;rearesf Sacrifice: his
death in Japan.

Sincerely yours,

SATO Kimitoshi
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Continuing the series of profiles on New Zealand Craft Pioneers.
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Eentle

The jet black of the asphalt driveway was
patterned with a golden scatter of Kauri leaves,
just as Len had said it would be. I remember his
planning the house on the headland to the west
of Titirangi beach. It was to be sited on a sunny
knoll near the cliff tops with views down the
harbour, and set against a backdrop of forest
Earkiand. Behind the house and thrusting up

etween the trees was to be the steep pitch of the
pottery roof, which would also house the elegant
curve of a gigantic catenary arch kiln. And it all
came about. Nature and environment has always
been important to Len and this marriage of sea
and sun, abode and workplace; sheltered by the
native bush, was a perfect setting for him. He
has moved now — circumstances change — but
has re-established himself on a bushland
property, with a high perched studio looking out
over the tops of the trees.

His association with clay has been a long one.
Having beem somewhat ‘chilled’ by the discipline
of science during the gaining of a science degree
he completed in 1946, he was delighted when he
moved on to Auckland Teachers College to find
in the art department there a cranky old potter’s
wheel that possessed the warmth and
eccentricities of a very human being (the plastic
arts lecturer Hilary Clark exhibited many of the
same characteristics!) This was the beginning of a
great pottery adventure, along with R N Field's
pottery evening classes at Avondale College.
Involvement with pottery bodies brought back
boyhood memories of sticky plastic clays that
had intrigued him at Westmere beach. A few
hundred metres below his home. These same
clays were soon to become his stoneware body
for throwing pots, which were then taken to
Crum Brick and Pipe Works in New Lynn to be
fired in the commercial salt glaze pipe kilns.
There were successes and fai%ures Eut enthusiasm
always burned bright, and a strong bond
developed between the potter and his clay.

Field loaned Len A Potter’s Book by Bernard
Leach (at that time the only copy in New
Zealand) which not only provided a practical
guide to the making of high temperature
stoneware, but was also infused with the oriental
philosophy of pot making which became very
important to Len. Secondary school science
teaching became his occupation (1948}, but every
spare moment was spent potting.

After many pyromaniac experiments with coal
and coke fired ‘kilnettes’ in oil drums, he
succeeded in building his own reliable oil fired




Sorting pots afier a firing. Len, Briar and Ruth at their Titivangi headland howe among the kauris, 1973,

brick kiln reaching stoneware temperatures.
There was no stopping him. He produced an
extensive range OF pottery forms, domestic ware
and individual pieces, inspired by the writings of
Bernard Leach and the work of Shoji Hamaga.
The fowlhouse became the pottery and the
Westmere back yard became an Aladdin’s cave
bejewelled with multiglazed pots.

In 1949 he met Barry Brickell, and later
collaborated for two years with Theo Schoon,
making pots that Schoon then decorated. In the
mid 50’s he taught the late Jim Greig the basics
of pottery making. The Associated Art Socicties
of New Zealand awarded him a scholarshi
(1956-57) to study and work with Bernard Leach
at St Ives, and examine important pottery
collections in England, and on his return to New
Zealand, he went back to Auckland Teachers’
College as lecturer in science and continued
potting part time. However the demand for his
work became so great that by 1962 he resigned
to become a full time professional potter,
establishing his workshop and kiln in the
Titirangi bush.

It was here that Len started developing hand
modelled pots imbued with organic qualities of
form and strong textural effects. Being sensitive
to the geology of landscape, and wth an
understanding of botanical and zoological
structure. He has always been fascinated by the
mechanics of plastic clay: how it folds or
fractures as it bends, depending on the water
content of the body; how abrasion produces
mteresting textures or patterning with different
grog content; how it dries and surface cracks in
association with powdered clay; what happens
when it is stretched or compressed, rolled,
hammered, dropped or thrown.

Photo: Steve Rumsey.

Armed with this understanding and a wire
cutter, he will cut a roughly formed ball of
grogged clay with a zig-zag action. Taking one
half of this clay with its fluted cut surface
uppermost, he gently applies pressure from the
back, so a swelling form devcﬁo s with the
stretched fluting tending to break up into
secondary textures. A high point on the shape
suggests a natural place for an opening. By this
stage the shell-like piece is reminiscent, to Len,
of a Brachiopod, a primitive shellfish. At this
point he stops, only adding a back to complete
the hanging wall pot.

Any allusion to an object from nature is almost
subconscious and never more than an oblique
reference. While the creation of the form is under
the conscious and intuitive control of the potter,
the clay behaves in its own way to the physical
forces applied, and it swells and moves, folds and
faults, breaks into textures or undulates in waves
like the wings of a manta ray. The clay 1s
allowed to say what it wants to say, without
interference, and in this way the pot possesses a
vitality and integrity of its own, and an empathy
with other forms found in nature.

From the curiosity of his early boyhood
discoveries of the sticky Westmere clays, there
has developed a mature respect and
understanding for this remarkably cohesive and
Flastic material. No two clays are alike and range

rom tough, recalcitrant, heavily grogged bodies
which take the utmost physical strength to bend
to human will, to highly plastic clays requiring
sensitive touch, understanding and co-operation
to achieve the desired form. For Len this has
become a partnership between potter and clay —
and a real love affair. He ‘sees’ with his fingers
and each hand plays its role. On the wheel the

“inside’ left hand is the intuitive, feeling hand that
thrusts outward to create the form. The ‘outside’
right hand is the correcting hand to modify the
form. This is a very direct experience. It
develops a high degree of sensitivity for the
qualities of the clay, and at the same time a
sensitivity for the feel of form which can be
intuitively assessed in the making — without the
need for looking!

But Len is also a superlative glaze potter
making use of a remarkable range of glazes and
application techniques to produce a stunning
spectrum of subtle and beautiful effects. In the
1970°s he was away overseas for some time and
when he returned he started making up glazes to
get back into production. At one point he had 32
glazes on hand and was making more! His
understanding of chemistry gives him control
over some very characteristic effects. He has a
beautiful waxy talc/feldspar glaze in which he has
replaced some of the china clay with a high
shrinking ball clay, so when it is applied to large
bowls over a saturated iron glaze, the drainage

from the sides accumulates thickly in the middle,
to shrink and crack on drying. When fired, these
cracks crawl in a striking pattern to reveal the
rich red glaze beneath.

Reduction celadons have an especial attraction
for him, in that their depth and muted colours
have much in common with nature, while
semi-mat glazes are reminiscent of polished
stones. He much admires black iron glazes,
tenmoku, for their nobility and warmth, while
their brown edge enhances the form of the pot.
The ‘thick’ quality of feldspathic glazes has kept
Len in the stoneware field, yet at the same time
such glazes raise a dilemma: the character of a
pot achieved by the forming and turning
processes is largely obliterated by their
all-enveloping character. (Len’s greatest pleasure
in pottery is seeing the thrown and assembled
pot in the green state, still with a sheen of
dampness on it; at this stage the naked essential
form is revealed.) The problem is, how to glaze
and fire the pot without hiding the essential
form? Len has long considered that Bizen and

Salt glazed stonewear — 1948-52. 5 Stoneware Vase 1982,

Height 36cm. Height 260m,

Holder for Fern Fronds — 1966, 6 Hanging Vase 1982.

Unglazed surface, pigmented Waiotapu Sertes, Height 17ci,

with Manganese Dioxide.

Height 15cm. 7 Hanging Botile 1985.
Waiotapu Series, Height 16am.

Hanging Bottle — 1968,

Unglazed surface pigmented with & Stoneware wine bottle 1985

Burnt Umber. 19cm. Height 20cm.

Hanging Form - 1982, 9 Stoneware Bowl 1985,

Wire cut decoration. Unglazed.
Pigmented with Burnt Umber.
Height 18cm.

Diameter 34cm.

Photographs: Steve Rumsey




Shigaraki wares show a more ideal way to fire,
giving colour and texture enhancement without
obscuring the form. This is an area he is working
toward at present. In his earlier days Len made
great use of ash, clay, pumice and volcanic rock
glazes, and is still especially interested in silicious
ashes giving white and optical blue.

While a large number of Castle pots depend on
textural or glaze effects for surface interest, Len
will frequently execute a sweeping graphic
design, usually in wax resist with such boldness
and vigour as to considerably enliven the pot, yet
without dominating the overall form. This
ultimate restraint used to infuriate Theo Schoon,
but in the final analysis Theo had to admit that
Len was right.

As a ‘clay potter’, ‘texture potter” and ‘glaze
potter’ Len is quictly confident, so it is rather
surprising to learn that he has some reservations
with regard to form. There are qualities Len sees
in the work of other potters that stirs a ‘divine
discontent” for aspects of his own work. For
example, the ‘spontancous gesture” and
unresolved form of Shoji Hamada that glazing
and firing brings to completon; the intuitive
undulatory line escribed gy the throwing of some
other other Japanese potters, that delineates
aspects of form by a sort of harmonic
implication.

However, this longing only shows how
acutely aware Len is in his feeling for form.
There are a great number of perceptive people
who gain pleasure from contemplating the
originality, vitality and subtleties of form to be
found in a Castle pot — and Shoji Hamada was
one of them!

Steve Rumsey

Len Castle is a potter of international reputation and since 1965
has held regular one man exhibitions in New Zealand, Australia,
Japan and the U.S.A. He was the first New Zealand potter to
hold a one man exhibition ir:{]apan (Tokyo 1967).

He has worked and studied in the workshops of some of the
world's great potters: Bernard Leach, Shoji Hamada, Kanjiro
Kawai, and has travelled and studied in China and South Korea.

He has taught or lectured in pottery in New Zealand,
Australia, U.S.A. and Japan, and has been an invited judge of
international pottery exhibitions.

From 198 £84 he was a member of the Queen Elizaheth 11
Arts Council of N.Z. and in 1986 was awarded a C.B.E. in the
CQueen's Birthday Honours List,

His work illustrates many hooks and publications, and has been
selected 1o tour overseas in exhibitions (sponsored by the N.Z.
Dept of Foreign Affairs and the Arts Council of N.Z,

Works by Len Castle are held in the permanent collections of
the following museums and art galleries:

New Zealand: Auckland War Memorial Museum
Waikato Art Museum
Hawkes Bay Museum
Sarjeant Art Gallery, Wanganui
Dowse Art Museum, Wellington
Canterbury Museum
McDougall Art Gallery, Christchurch
Aigantighe Art Gallery, Timaru
Otago Museum

Australia: State Gallery of Victoria,
Castleford Art Gallery, Victoria
Museum of Arplicd Arts, Sydney
1

Manly Art Gallery, Sydney
Japan: Mingei-kan Museum, Tokyo
Ttaly: Ceramic Museum, Faenza

His work is displayed in many New Zealand embassies and has
on several oceasions been selected by the New Zealand
Goveriment as gifis for the British Ropal Family.
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The straight line is a stranger
to furniture maker Cam Wilson.

Humour
and surprises

He doesn’t have a machine workshop. He doesn’t go
to seminars. And he doesn’t work with straight pieces
of timber. Not only does Cam Wilson break the rules,
he is not quite sure just what they are. Yet he makes
furniture that sells throughout New Zealand as well as
to Australia, the United States and Europe.

His work comes from the heart. “Form is all.
The piece has to look beautiful. It has to excite
me, and if it does, | know it will sell. Cam
acknowledges that his furniture doesn’t appeal to
everyone, but that those attracted to it love it as
a work of art. Humour is evident in many of his
pieces and symmetry is no-where to be seen.

He lives and works from his seven acre
property in a remote valley behind Taipa in
Northland where he and his wife Clare are
building a house, studio and showroom. The
buildings too are handmade and unconventional;
full of colour, life, and visual surprises.

The key to Cam’s free form furniture is his
selection of raw materials. He uses only native
woods and he finds them not in timber yards,
but on beaches, in the bush and on farmland.
The range he uses extends well beyond the more
usual kauri, rimu, and totara, to lancewood,
mangrove, pohutukawa, kowhai, puriri,
kohukohu, rewarewa, taraire, hinau and hohere.
He says he never cuts a tree or branch down.
They are all logs or fallen branches.

Although his timber is “free”, it is in fact one
of his biggest costs. It takes time, a landrover,
timber jacks, friends, winches, patience, and
storage and drying space, but Cam isn’t
complaining. The unique finds give him his
inspiration, and give his work its sculptural
form. He doesn’t believe that a straight edge can
be successfully naturalised or sculptured into a
flowing form, so his table pedestals echo the lines
of branches, and burls become table tops. A
knarled log can wait in the drying shed for years
before ideas for its use are consolidated.

Cam’s furniture making started almost
accidentally. After farming for some years, he
Fot a casual carpentry job in Auckland, but was
aid off when the building industry retrenched. It
was the impetus he needed. With a pohutukawa
branch and a small chainsaw he built his first
coffee table. He took it to Durham Arts in
Auckland. It sold. He made another one, It sold.
Cam had his entree into the furniture making
business as coffee table sales matured into dining
table sales.

But it wasn’t easy. Initially he was unsure
about what he was making, and sales were
inconsistent. Many still find his work too
colourful, too weird, or too free. But when it
does apfeal, it appeals strongly. He finds that
more of the buying public now follow the

strength of their convictions. “In the past people
have tended to be insecure about their purchases.
They needed confirmation from their ffiends‘
neig};bours. that it’s OK to like what they like,
that their selection is somchow acceptable. Now
the buying public is getting more brave. They
will love a piece, buy it, and continue to love it
irrespective of feedback.”

The consistent element in his design is
surprise, using ideas that present themselves. A
carved lizard is likely to be trying to crawl up a
chair leg; a dried daisy will float m a pool of
clear resin in the corner of a table; an internal
stairway lies hidden amid a table pedestal; bright
red, green, or blue islands of epoxy resin glow
the base of a chair seat. Cam says one of his
most satisfying sales was a dining table to a blind
couple. “It was made of a knotted up
pohutukawa log, and they came in to a shop and
stroked it. They crawled underneath it and ran
their hands in over and through the base, and
swore they could feel the colour of it.”

Design decisions are not dictated by the
market. “I make my work for myscltyand then
try and sell it, rather than making to
commission. With the odd order I do get, I take
no deposit, and let the customer know they have
the right of refusal. They stipulate perhaps the
size and the timber they want and [ ask that they
then leave me free to make what [ want. It
works. Very few are refused and any that are,
seem to sell anyway.” Cam doesn’t work set
hours. He usually has two or three things going
concurrently in the workshop then finds he will
get totally immersed in just one. “It gets to a
point where it's too exciting to leave so I then
just go with it until it’s finished.” Creativity
comes easily but there are blockages too — times
when he can’t or won’t produce and turns to
diving, walking, gardening, or visiting friends.
But there is a point at which he can procrastinate
no longer and Clare is usually the one to
recognise that point and push him through. She
is also the money manager of the household and
helps organise marketing and pricing as well as
teaching at a nearby school.

Cam Wilson: Dining Suire.

Until recently, the Wilsons lived right on the
main road in Mangonui which brought a
constant flow of people through the house and
workshop. Though this was good for business,
constant interruptions made production very
inefficient, and this was part of the reason for
their decision to move onto their land, the
isolation of which has brought its own marketing
problems. An outlet in Auckland, Cam says, is
particularly good for overseas sales and one of
theirs was responsible for numerous purchases
going to Australia and Europe, and for constant
exposure to the public. It is vital that the

roprietor of a sales outlet, likes the work, and
Eas sufficient space in which to display it without
smothering it. This year the Wilsons hope to sct
up the showroom on their property and to spent
what they can on promotion and advertising.

Prices depend on each piece, the aesthetic
value, the umber, and storage and drying time.
Recently prices were increased significantly, to
allow for the fact that Cam may make only 4
major tables a year, because they are physically
big, complicated and literally hand made. Hand
held tools only are used — a drill, a chainsaw,
and a planer. Major work is donc with a big
chainsaw and timber jack, but Cam finds the
finishing work most satisfying. Smooth surfaces
are repeatedly belt sanded with a drill
attachment, often contrasting with adjoining
rough features or holes.

Cam describes himself as floating on the
outside of the New Zealand furniture making
scene. In the past he has occasionally attended
seminars by international master craftsmen, but
found that though their work appealed to him
their methods had little relevance. His energy and
results come from somewhere inside him, not
from advice, fashion, or market demands.
Because of this he says his work 1s probably
regarded as refreshing and liberating by those
who like it or as a sacrilege and waste of native
wood by those who don't. He doesn’t mind. “If
just one person falls in love with a picce, I'm

happy.”
O
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Louisa
Simon: The
Fates that
Bind

Avrashi means storm in_Japanese, It is also
the name for a method of resist-dyeing
whereby cloth is wrapped around a pole,
thread is wound around the cloth,
compressing it into folds and dyeing ir. It's
a long, meticulous and involved process
which produces lengths of cloth of
extraordinarily subtle beauty, the diagonal
patterns produced sometimes suggesting
rain driven by strong winds.

Looking at the pictorial record of
Louisa Simon’s involvement with
cloth since the late 60’s is slightly akin
to the unwrapping of the pole
wrapped fabric to discover what has
been achieved; some irregularities,
some reflective periods, some high
spots, some scctions of great beauty
— but through it all the continuing
thread of a dedicated craftsperson,
learning, experimenting, refining and
mastering techniques that occasionally
take the craft into an art form.

Louisa Simon’s present dedication
to shibori the Japanese word for
various ways of embellishing textiles
by shaping cloth and securing it
before dyeing is no sudden deviation.
Having worked with batik she began
a different manipulation of fabric and
dye in the USA in the 60°s after
sceing a Time-Life feature of
vibrantly dyed clothes. She says she
was mesmerised by it and taught
herself largely by studying those
magazine photographs and the work
of American fibre artist, Marian
Clayden.

Back in New Zealand she
continued the process of learning by
constant experimentation, trial and
crror, looking and learning. Her
desire for more control and less
randomness led her into block
Frinting and handpainting on silk, her
avoured medium which she then
translated into beautiful garments.
Using clamp and block techniques
and the uses of bindings in her work
led her into the realisation that what
she was doing was shibori. Louisa
researched the Japanese art of shaped
resist-dyeing andp discovered that with
agonising attention she could, like the
Jaianese, control her work, and
achieve the patterns of the Japanese
art form by stitching, folding, tieing,

wrapping and binding, aided by the
magical effects of dye. A tranquil and
reflective period followed where she
spent the major part of her time
Eainting beautiful designs on

and-dyed silk. Her under-garments
were bought by many, not only
women who could revel in the secret
beauty with which they adorned their
bodies, but also by men buying for
women. Perhaps these men had a
more romantic appreciation of their
partners in these beautiful and gently
erotic wrappings. Louisa says of her
work at this stage that it reflected her
own growth in %ifc at that time,
which was very spiritual and
inwardly rewarding.

On one of her frequent trips
overseas she went to a Fortuny
exhibition at Liberty’s. Mariano
Fortuny who died in 1949 had
perfected and patented a process of
crush-pleating which was utterly
beautiful and which graced the bodies
of women like Isadora Duncan, Sarah
Bernhardt and Lady Diana Cooper.
His dresses are collectors’ items and
his secret process has remained that
way, until Louisa Simon, seized by
the beauty of the Fortuny exhibition,
determined to work out a similar
process. She did, and her exquisitely
Hcrmancntly pleated silk garments

ow and ripple over the body of the
wearer in a sensuous way. Whoever is
lucky enough to possess one of these
Louisa Simon creations possesses an
example of wearable art at a high
point.

To Louisa Simon wearable art must
be a perfect balance in construction
and design, which contains a
decorative element that makes it a
unique and exciting statement. She
could make a small fortune
continuing to create these desirable
garments, but she's decided to move

onwards and work with shibori as an
art form: “I haven’t lost my love for
beautifully designed clothes. I'll
always be fascinated by it and I'll
always do some, but I'm just so tired
of sewing. I've done all my stretching
with clothing over 20 years. I want to
spend my time differently and extend
myself much more. What I'm doing
now is working with pieces of cloth
in the dye bath. 'm fascinated by the
way the patterns form, the way the
cloth retains its memory of the
process, and of letting that sa
something to me. When I undo a
piece of cloth out of the bath, my
mind goes mad, and I start working
it. I lie it down and see how it wants
to go.”

Instancing the piece that she was
working on, she said that when
finished it would have a jewelled
cobweb background witﬂ the sticks
that cross it wrapped in dark blue
silk. She wanted a contrast between
the carth element and a floating
feeling. The piece of silk organza is a
wonderful shade of turquoise with
minute areas of dark blue. She has
achieved this by using two different
dyes, a fibre-reactive for the turquoise
and a direct dye for the braided hemp
with which the cloth was tied. Her
intention had been that the braided
hemp, dyed blue, would give off its
dye while the fabric was in the
turquoise dye bath. This it did with
the dark blue creeping up the warp
threads and giving her the etheral,
translucent effect that she'd been
after. Some of the fabrics that Louisa
used for pieces in her recent Villas
Gallery (Wellington) exhibition have
been with her for 5 years. She says
that they had to be kept and then
given centre stage so that they could
tell her what to do.

Shibori in its purest form is
laborious and time consuming which
is limiting for clothing. Many of the
techniques require more than two
hands to manipulate in rolling,
binding or tieing. In Arashi the
winding of the thread around the
cloth, creasing it, twisting it and
trying to keep it balanced, can take up
to 5 or 6 hours to get a small peice of
cloth. For example, a shibori artist
from the USA said that it had taken
her and an assistant 10 hours to wrap
ab metrcdpiccc of silk, which Louisa
considered rather fast.

“There’s no way you can hold the
drum, twist thread and crease the
fabric on your own. Add to that the
fibre-reactive or indigo process. Some
indigo processes take up to twenty
dipﬁings with oxidation time between
cach one. It’s a labour of love. I'm
besotted by it and like people who do
a lot of crafts, I do it because [ must.”

When Louisa first started with the
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traditional technique she used a
synthetic indigo because the shibori
atterns seemed to want it. “I was
Fascinatcd with the patterning as the
dye reached its destination. So my
work became very monochromatic,
like much of the work in the
exhibition. I felt that that was how it
needed to be for the beauty of the
patterns to say what they had to say.
Now I'm experimenting with more
colour, subtly, so that the colour does
not take over the beauty of the
pattern.” Louisa says ozthc piece that
she was working on that a Japanese
expert might consider it had far too

.many variables. “It’s okay to

experiment but you have to be very
careful to honour the tradition. They
are so incredibly fastidious that it’s a
miracle that anything new or
experimental ever gets absorbed into
the whole. This is true of the Japanese
throughout all their art forms.
Tradition is the god of the high altar.
They have this amazing skill for
absorbing all sorts of things from
outside and perfecting it. It's an
unbelievable attention to detail and
that manifests itself throughout the
social structure of the society. There
are many thou shalts and many more
thou shalt nots. It’s a terrific
limitation in one way but a firm basis
on which experimentation can then
take place.”

“There’s a degree of patience
required that a lot of people simply
don’t have. I've had Japanese students
from time to time. They are almost in
meditation as they fold and stitch the
work, with each edge even. When
they dye the edges in the dye their
piece will come out absolutely
immaculate. Others, including New
Zealanders, are quick, quick, quick.
They lose their lines or some are
thicker than others and they can’t
understand when they don't get the
results that the Japanese students did.
They want instant gratification.”

Louisa Simon used to be insecure
about her lack of formal training. “1
was easily impressed by other
people’s opinions of me and my work
and very ready to modify it. But I'm
now beginning to appreciate the fact
that I haven’t had art school training.
[ don’t have any ideas about how it
should be. I do it my way and that’s
why working in solitude 15 good for
me.

Her ambition is to do more and
more of what she’s doing. She says
that great work comes from
connection with it and that the
sacrifices that it involves are worth it

Amy Brown

Shibori — verb root shiboru; to wring,
squeeze, press.

Shibori is the Japanese word for varjous ways of
embellishing textiles by shaping cloth and seauring
it before dyeing. Rather than treating cloth as a
two-dimensional surface, with shibori it is given a

three-dimensional form by folding, crmpling,
stitching, plaiting, or plucking and neisring. Clorh
shaped by these methods is secured in varions
ways, such as binding or knotting. It is the
pliancy of a textile and its potential for creating a
miltitude of shape-resisted designs that the

Japanese concept of shibori recognises and explores.
h

e shibort technigues include numerous resise
processes which have recognised international
nsage: planti — the Malay-Indonesian word for
gathering and binding coth; banda — the Indian
term for the same process; and tritik — the
Malay-Indenesian word for stitch-resist, But these
three ternis vepresent only twe of the wajor shibori
techniques. Ti(’ Lglish equivalent for these
individual wethods (s incorrectly lumped together
as tie-and-dye. Shibori's special chayacteristic is a
soft or blurry-eyed pattern, quite different from the
sharp-edged resists obtained with stencil, wax or
paste. Shibori allows the dyer to work in concert
with the materials, not in an cffort to overcome
thety limitations but to allow them fill expression.
An clewent of the unexpected is always present,
and this is its special magic and gives it strong
appeal.

From: Shibori — The Inventive Art of
Japanese Shaped Resist Dyeing by Yoshiko
Wada, Mary Kellogg Rice, and Jane Barton.

“Fan"
Fibre reactive dyes on cotton, Ori nui
shibori, linen thread, bamboo and foil.

“Taltsman "
Fibre veactive dyes on cotton lawn, flexible
core shibori, linen thread, foil,

“Mars Conjunct Mercury”
Fibre reactive dyes on cotton Arvashi. Shibori
linen thread.

Photographs: lan Hutchison
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__To establish a career as a craftsmaker calls for talent, determihation and

planning. Joan Clouston profiles one who has deployed all these

Philippa Steel,
Embroiderer

. Malthough there are competent workers (in
needlework, embroidery and lacemaking) there has not
yet occurred that marriage of skill, design and aesthetic
awareness that produces the great craft work,” wrote
Trevor Bayliss in 1978 in the catalogue for ‘Craft
New Zealand'. Since then, (and even at that
time) embroiderers have indeed made some bold
steps forward. Their difficulty has often been
that no one noticed. A break-through occurred
with the celebrated ‘Stuffed Stuff show. No one
could fail to sensc the impact of that droll,
funny, brilliant circus, although the Fabric Art
Company submerged individuality in a group
identity. And their wit, like Jewish or Irish
humour, was at their own expense. The
well-tried expedient to defleet the hostility of a
majority culture. Thus no threat was offered to
Real Art.

Today there are a number of embroiderers (let
us not be afraid to use that loaded term) who are
fully committed to their profession and who are
taking the necessary measures for success. Such a
onc 1s Philippa Steel, recently returned from
overseas stucfy, whose work showed recently at
the Dowse Art Museum,

Philippa has always enjoyed working with
fabric, and in her school days discovered the
satisfaction of producing tangible results.,
(Confirmation came at age 10, on a very wet
holiday at Taupo spent with friends. After a
trying week, her hosts took all the children to
the local craft supplier and provided every one of
the children with a ‘tapestry’ kit of their choice.
There followed the rapt tranquility of total
imvolvement.

It was when she was fully involved in a class
of handicapped children, and attending Diana
Parkes’ embroidery classes, that Philippa
reconsidered her career. Much as she loved
teaching, she missed that immediate, palpable
satisfaction she had drawn from fabric and
thread. Firm action was required if embroidery
was not just to remain marginal to her life.

She set about, with utmost thoroughness, to
research what full-time training was available and
how she could manage to undertake it. She

meditated over prospectuses from all over,
applied, and was accepted for a year’s intensive
study at Loughborough College in UK and she
organised su(];porting finance, even a modest
grant from Otago University, given biennially to
a New Zealand woman secking to pursue ‘any
aspect of home science’l

The course at Loughborough alternated
intensive 3-week periods in class, working night
and day, with 3-week periods of solitary stucﬁ/,
working on the ideas dl:n):vclo ed in the studio. “It
was enormously stimulating” she says; “we were
all highly motivated, and I gained a lot from the
other students.” The course covered business
aspects of practice, with established artists as
guest lecturers. There was no disguising the
difficulties of professional survival — even there,
where embroidery is much more accepted by the
public”, she says. Having gained her certificate,
Philippa set about establishing her career; with
three fellow students she organised an exhibition
at Clare College, Cambridge, arranging publicity
and securing reviews in the local press and in
“Embroidery”.

But at this stage, she decided, she had better
come back to New Zealand, where she feels
committed to found her carcer. An English
reputation is not transferable, she realised. So on
her return she now sought exposure here,
building on an exhibition of “Wearables™ at
Bowen Galleries before her overseas experience.
A successful show at the Villas Gallery in
Kelburn led to an opportunity to exhibit at the
Dowse, and her successful application to the Arts
Council for a grant to enable %er to do so. The
show involved working on a series of collages
reflecting the “floating world” of the jet-sped
traveller: Wellington (where the journey began),
Nebraska, London, Paris, Venice, Bali, etcetera.
There are echoes of Klimpt's sumptuous

patterning — “several of us took a vacation trip
to sec a big exhibition of the Art of the Sezession
in Vienna” — and Gaudi’s sinuous line and

mosaic surfaces from Barcelona. Something of an
Edwardian album 1s suggested by the tender
watercolour tonalities. “That must be the effect

1. “A beginning”
Free standing machine embroidery incorporating acetate packages and
kite fabric manipulation

2. “With thanks te Sarah”
Photo stitchery. Detail
Photographs, hand painted vilene (textile inks) incorporating machine
embroidery and appliqué '

3. “Shadows and Light"
Photo stitcher
Photographs, Kand painted vilene (textile inks) beading
machine embroidery

4. “Myriad"
Freestanding machine embroidery incorporating acetate
package, kite fabric silk fringes, beading fabric manipulation

Photographs: lan Hutchison

of the hazy European atmosphere — [ am really
conscious of the New Zealand light and my
colour is getting much stronger now.”

Fragments of photographs arc incorporated
with shreds of silk, acetate film and metallic kite
fabric. “I used to be an absolute purist about
natural materials but I'm very open now to all
sorts of synthetics . . . sometimes a design ariscs
spontaneously out of the fabrics I've chosen, at
other times it’s much more consciously
controlled . . . starting from my photographs, or
a certain idea, I keep the intended texture in
mind all the time”, Philippa explains. Whether
smooth, precisely detailed, or puckered and
distorted, by not using a hoop for machine
stitching I allow the fabric to show its true
nature, its undulating movement. Otherwise you
might as well work on paper.”

She has strong hopes for the future. “I want to
become known, so as to have freedom to do
what I want. I'm past the need for confirmation
by others (I'm very self critical and able to asscss
my work. My training has given me that
confidence. People are impressed by a
qualification, so long as your work is up to
standard, but there is no tradition here of respect
for textiles. People know about buying Persian
rugs, but not stitched works. I hope to break
down the negative stereotype of “embroidery”.
“It’s going to be tough, but I'm determined to
have a go.”
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Industry

In the last issue of Craft Magazine
Barry Brickell in his article on Finland
made the statement that “having a ﬁoh'cy
of inviting artists to collaborate wit
industry represents a cross Jﬁfrti!'isarian
which is very much needed”.

Two New Zealand furniture
crafismen, Carin Wilson and Roland
Seibertz, are alveady putting this
philosophy into practice.

Carin Wilson

Carin Wilson is a name that has been
linked with crafted, timber furniture
for the last decade or so. During this
period his style and his achievements
in woodwork became well
recognised; so too did his
contribution to the whole industry of
crafted furniture. When he first
seriously started out on his career it
was during the 1970’s, a period he
refers to as the ‘deco revolt’ when a
kind of post-and-rail style had
become synonomous with
handcrafted furniture.

It was Wilson's efforts, together
with a handful of others, that lifted
the craft of furniture making in New
Zealand out of that image to become
a more definite art form, where a
well-designed and handmade piece
was seen as a form of expression.

‘I was also one of the instigators of
the Woodworkers Guild,” said
Wilson, “which was the first social
co-operative of furniture makers who
worked together to achieve better
results in the practical aspects of their
craft.”

Working mostly alone in a small
studio at home, he learnt, he said,
self-reliance and gained enormous
insight into the design of good
furniture and the practical aspects of

making it.

“I had to uncover the whole lot —
from elementary constructional details
about solid timger furniture right
through to balance, line and
proportion.”

Initially, working on his own had a
lot to offer. He was free to pursue
any direction without the influence of
anyone clse; but towards the end of
this successful, twelve-year period,
his thinking began to change.
Looking back he now believes he had
begun to exhaust the value of
working by himself — had drawn as
much as he was able out of it and
now needed the benefits of a broader
interaction with others.

“I became aware,” he said, “that
there is a great deal of enjoyment in
the experience of being exposed to
alternative points of view and that
you don’t necessarily come up with
the best design solutions on your
own. It was, [ suppose, a letting go
process — having the confidence to
allow others to have an input into my
work and recognising that it was
valuable.”

He also joined the Crafts Council
and this too was a major influence on
his career.

“Through access to the World
Craft Movement [ saw that, in some
countries, craft was not just an
alternative activity but something that
referred to the very roots of the
country. There was an influence
working that was purposely
supported by the industries. Creative
craftspeople were taken out of their
own context to work among groups
of people who did not have the
advantage of that background. These
were often manufacturers.,

“Pooling their skills stimulated and

developed the production of good,
better or excellent furniture for a
broader market which, in turn,
altered public perception of what
good design is.”

This has tremendous advantages
both ways. The craftsperson gets to
see through interaction with industry,
that what was achieved in the
workshop or studio has greater
implications than they ever imagined;
that their innovative and hard-won
results in technical areas, in making
designs work, in harmony, balance
and flow and their experimentations
with new materials can open up new

possibilities for large-scale

manufacture.

Observing all this Wilson made a
conscious decision about two years
ago to change direction. This was
catalysed by his experience as
craftsperson-in-residence at Gippsland
School of Art during September 1985
where, he said, he saw the broad
width of opportunities that were
available to him.

Back in New Zealand he looked for
an opening in industry where he
could contribute his skills, and found
it in the position of Auckland
manager of Backhouse Interiors who
are local manufacturers of commercial
furniture using mainly Italian designs.
“Their requirement from me might
scem on the surface to have little to
do with the designing or making of
furniture,” he said. “They wanted an
administrator to run their business in
Auckland efficiently and profitably.

“My long range view, however,
contains a lot more possibilities.
There is the probability for instance,
that Bachouse will be able to draw on
my unique skills and feed them into
their own industry to influence the
direction it will take.”
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Roland Siebertz: Bar Counter, Matai Steel Auckland University Foyer

Close Up: Capitel Bar Counter Auckland University Foyer














































