


This retrospective celebrates the work of the Holloway 
Press, the University of Auckland’s fine press, which 
was founded by associate professor Peter Simpson 
and master printer Alan Loney in 1994. The press was 
named for Ron Holloway (1909–2003) of the Griffin 
Press, who donated the printing equipment that formed 
its basis.

The publishing programme of the Holloway Press 
centred on works of special literary, artistic, scholarly 
and historical interest – ill-suited to commercial 
publication, but appropriate to the technology of 
handpress printing. The press thus participated in the 
tradition of small press publishing in New Zealand 
pioneered by the likes of Ron Holloway, Bob Lowry, 
Denis Glover and Leo Bensemann.

Loney oversaw the technical production of all 
publications under the Holloway Press imprint until  
his retirement from the University of Auckland in 1998. 
After a short period of inactivity, the press resumed 
publishing in 2001, under the sole management of 
Simpson. From that time, Tara McLeod of the Pear 
Tree Press took on the design and printing of most 
Holloway books.

Upon his retirement from the English department  
in 2008, Simpson was appointed part-time director 
of the Holloway Press, immediately responsible to 
the dean of Arts. With this change, the volume of 
publications increased markedly and fifteen books 
were released between 2009 and 2013, when the 
press effectively ceased operation.

Throughout its life, the Holloway Press received 
broad support from the University of Auckland,  
and especially from vice-chancellor John Hood,  
who awarded it several grants from his Development 
Fund. It also relied on the support of authors, artists, 
craftspeople, promoters and patrons, without whom  
it could not have flourished as it did.

Publications from the press remain remarkable 
both for the quality of their content – with work 
by some of New Zealand’s most important creative 
personalities – and for their superb production values. 
Indeed, after twenty years of activity, it is clear that 
the Holloway Press has not only dabbled in the dark 
arts of printing, it has mastered them.

Francis McWhannell
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2. Fishwork 2009
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Case 1
1. Max Gimblett  
Searchings: Selections from the Artist’s Journals 2005 
Edited by Alan Loney  
Presented by Alan Loney

2. Alan Loney  
Fishwork 2009 
Illustrations by Max Gimblett   
The Max Gimblett and Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett Gift

3. Robert Creeley  
The Dogs of Auckland 1998 
Illustrations by Max Gimblett  
The Max Gimblett and Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett Gift

4. Len Lye  
Happy Moments: Text & Images 2002 
Edited by Roger Horrocks 

5. Len Lye  
Body English: Text & Images 2009 
Edited by Roger Horrocks

Case 2
6. A selection of Holloway Press ephemera 

Case 3
7. Leo Bensemann  
Dark Arts: Notes on Printing, Publishing & Painting 2011 
Edited by Peter Simpson 

8. Leo Bensemann  
Engravings on Wood 2004 
Introduction and notes by Peter Simpson 

9. Leo Bensemann  
Fantastica: Thirteen Drawings 1997 
Introduction by Peter Simpson 

10. Colin McCahon 
Rita: Seven Poems 2001 
Edited by Peter Simpson  
Reproduced courtesy of Colin McCahon Research and Publication Trust

11. Charles Spear  
Collected Poems 2006 
Illustrations by Tony Lane 
Edited by Peter Simpson 
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Case 4
12. Ibycus, 6th century B.C.  
The Love Songs of Ibykos: 22 Fragments 1997 
Translated by Ted Jenner 
Illustrations by John Reynolds 

13. David Howard  
you’re so pretty when you’re unfaithful to me 2012 
Illustrations by Peter Ransom 

14. Lisa Samuels  
Mama Mortality Corridos: Poems & Drawings 2010

15. Michele Leggott 
Journey to Portugal 2006 
Illustrations by Gretchen Albrecht 

16. Dinah Hawken  
page : stone : leaf 2013 
Illustrations by John Edgar 

17. Gregory O’Brien  
Two Walk in Edinburgh 2011 
Photographs by Mari Mahr 
Afterword by Jenny Bornholdt

18. Murray Edmond  
the fruits of 2009 
Photographs by Joanna Forsberg

All books are from the Robert and Barbara Stewart Library  

and Archives, Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu, 

apart from the ephemera included in Case 2 which are from  

an Auckland private collection.
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3. The Dogs of Auckland 1998 



Dark Arts: Twenty Years of the Holloway Press        7

10. Rita: Seven Poems 2001
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12. The Love Songs of Ibykos: 22 Fragments 1997
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13. you’re so pretty when you’re unfaithful to me 2012
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15. Journey to Portugal 2006
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16. page : stone : leaf 2013
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