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PREFACE.
———
In submitting the following Address to the Public Eye,
the Committee of the Benevolent Society feel persnaded
that they express the unanimous sentiments of its friends,
when, in discharge of their duty, they return their sine
cere and grateful acknowledgments to its Author, their
highly estcemed and respected Governor, the Honorable
Brigadier General Alexander Walker, ~Feeling, as they
always must, how. much the prosperity of this Society
depends upon. such support and recommendation ; cona
vinced. too as. they, were, and still are, of the justice and
value of. the observations the Address contained, they-,
paturally felé anxious, that its benefiis sh_mild not be
confined simply to the occasion. of its de;liv_ery ; but that
they should be extended aswide.lyfas possible.—With this
wiew, the Committee thonght it;theis duty to request (ke
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Governor’s permission fo have it printed fol
culation. This was kindly granted ; and lh""
at length, the satisfaction of presenting it to
The Commitice much rebret that the tardy p ,*
printing has occasioned so much delay; but al

- "‘

oy
late in its appearance, they trust 1t vnll nol

~ With respect to the vote of thanks ﬁhfﬁh‘f"t
dier General s¢ lmxdly propoqed at the ﬂlﬁﬂf
dress, Mr. Bmoke, with his usual coﬁhﬂl "
suitable reply {o 1t and agam expl'mﬂd i
sire for the prospenty of the Assaclaﬁon- "
indecd, did not need any additional tes g .
cordxal altachment cithey of Mr-Bmke' “ﬁ‘ (



mhh

111
bt *t was a source of much gratification to all, té
at i

countenance
casion, the farther

the present oc S

recewc, on

of these benevolent Palrons.

_As tothemselves, the Committee conceive, .that no
assuraages ‘are ‘required, on their parts, of their duly
appreciating the motives which induced the Governor
“to conneet their services with those of the above Gentles
‘iien. - And although in truth, as the Brigadier General
“Justly observed, « they are influenced by Ligher motives
“tiran praise,” yet they derive every encouragement 'to
“proceed dn their duties with unaba‘ed zealy from the kind
manner in which the Governor,and the public, have so ges
nerously noticed their services. But they may be allowed
- “toobserve, what perhaps was not so distinctlymarked upon
“the occasion as they ‘could haye wished, that the oblie
-~ Bulion vather Jies upon the *C‘B’i!umitt'& ’tlit‘tnsélves
: %e'opportunity which the fy
Anstitution haye afforced them

for
ends of this truly Christian

m, of dispenl:mg ‘Uhieir ‘boigne



iy a gralification of peculiar worth—and also, fo
confidence theyhave reposed in the Committee, by entrus
ing them with the care and management of the affairsg
a Society which concentrates and applies so large a pro

portion of the pure beaevoleuce. of this Communitys

To these prefatory observations, it may le well o
add a brief account of the further proceedings of the
day.—The Committee are mduced fo this, chiefly for
the purpose of preserving a printed record of them; ar
of affording informaticn to such benevolent sL_rangerAf

support the Institutiou.

From the Library, where. the Meeting was held, t
Governor and Council, together with the Committ',
‘.-.‘.

the Under School.  Here a specimen Was aﬂordeﬂ of
progress and dbllltl(’S of some of the higher Classess'- 2

Childrea
the Rewards aSaIgnu]_ fo the must O_GSt-,l'_‘l(lno- \
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at the Christmas Examination, (when Mr. Brooke pres,
sided,) were distributed by the Governor, accompanied
by very suitable commendation and advice to each Child,
Tais the Committee trust, will have the happiest affect,
in stimulating the Children (o future diligence and good

conducts

Not l,ong after, a similar proceeding tock place at the
Country Schogl; wﬁen the Governor and Councily Mrys,
Walker, the Gentlemen of the Comwitiee, wiih some
others, were no less gralified with an equal appearance
of the happy affects that are likely socn 1o rezult from
the extensive education of the lower orde;s. Here‘ alse
the Children underwcnt a slight examinalion, and aca
quilted themselves in the rﬁost satisfactory manner, and_

reflected, as the Giovernor observed, much credit upon,
their teachers,

Upon the whole, the Committee cannot but reiterate. |

their highest satisfaction at the general state of the.
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Qb'héo!s, and the rapid progress this grand obieg
Association is making : and they must again be.alle ;?i
\,to conmamlate the Community, upon the able
malous Friend and Patron, which the Society has: ,,_‘;_
_prbwde-ntlally found, in the Auathor of the

7 Addrcs; who has hereby afforded the best Pe

pledge of his earnest desire to promote, in tha -_ ost



ADDRESS

From the Honorable the Governor,

BRIGADIER GENERALALEXANDER WALKER,

it aGEneral Meeting of the Benevolent Society,
8th May 1823,
Gentlemen, | _ : d

IN addressine this Meetine, T must bespeak ifa
indulgence. T have perused, with a lively ‘inferest and
gatisfaction, the Reports of the St. Helena Benevolent
Society. 1t is now approaching to nine Years since the
instifufion of  this *‘ncie*y'--—-ifs progress has b*en
hrauual and sieady The cap tal and amount of snh-
scrijtions have annnally mereased. Tt has bﬁ(‘-‘h s-ﬁ‘hjec%
W fomE fluctuations, but not o any alarming extent 3 and
‘none which have for a mn&l'ent‘ﬁf%\“riinfcd it from im-
proving the moral condition of a laige class of the
lubabuianis,

'I'he Benevolent Society is mipnded for the advamagl

of a class of people, who are excluded by their poverig
B
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from instruclion, or who have been oppressed by upa

merited misfortunes, and who are universally acknowe

ledged to stand in need of support.

blished order. These are the first objects of every é‘-ﬂ
Government : they are the foundation and bomT
gt:i!izec! life. It is a sonrce of gratification to obs
~ the success of the labours of the Association which:
Eeen formed at St. Helena, in favor of those principlesy
~ which comprehend the Law of Reason, and the g
!tmral dunes we owe to Goﬂ and Man. The es
of' ihe Pntrons of' ﬂlls role!y, and the lnhab
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Whatever has a tendency to enlichten the unr]nrqfand.
ing, and {o increase the general stock of knowicdge, is
of the ufmost importance to human Beings. The
‘happiness of individuals is promoted ; they are more
firmly linked with the welfare of the Community ; and
are better qualified to perform thewr tasks in life.—
Education and instruction are the only safe means by
which we can judge rightly between truth and error.—
it is in the manner of training up youth, and by astrict
education in the early stage of life, that we can hepe
to lure them {o virtue. It has been said * that the Soul
“of Mau is an active principle, and will be employed

one way or other.” Men are naturally disposed to actia
vity 5 and we are tanght by daily experience, that it is
essential for the welfare of the Individual, and of Society,
that this activity shounld be properly directed. To those
who have a competency, the avenues to knowledge are
open; but to many who labor under the pressure of in=

PR O ) b" &=
‘digence, they can only be opened by the cfforts of ben

- volences -



To this oliject the aftention of the Benevolent Snpi,.ff

of St. Helena has been chiefly, though nof P-‘Chlsiv(-ly’
directed, The excrtions of the Society have hesg
prim-ipally devoted to the Instiuciion of Youth ; hug fh‘.f

distress of individuals has also OdethIldHy mel W»hh :

com passionate aud hiberal IClle-

4

ertion musthe apphed b(‘fore we can hopeto produce
laatmg, or great c’hange, in the stah, of hoctety -——T
"‘ﬁdm engage in the Bk of lmprovmg the ﬂmdm
: mr‘m‘mﬁanccs of the pmp]e, must lnuk beyond i
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gra(’iuql and regular advance is theirobject ; but they eam
not ascertain their progress without looking backwards.
They cannot trust to single and unconneeted c-ﬁ'-:rls,
& mmonly the momentary effects of sympathy aud come
llJassiun. They must employ and excrcise their minds
in form.ing a system which must. unite many things in
order and succession. Finally, they must watch over the
execation of the plaa with unwearied diligence. It has
b: en by the combination of all these means, by a warm
ardour and a devoted zeal, that the Managers of the Bes
nevolent Society of St. Helena have been so eminent |y
successful in atlaining the imporiant objects of this In=
stitution. I s evident that it was only by the esta.
blishment of a Society, by the union of many for ene-
general purpose, that this combination and its train of
consequences, could have been obtained. Without this Ina
stitution, the object of general instrnction could not have

been enforced and rendered fully successfuli. Ttis ususk
fur Nocieties of this nature, to owe their origin to bene-

volent and phnlanthroplc Indwndua.la bul. they can onl

tasva e S
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be permanently supported by the tone and spirit of an pga
lightened public. It was infact to the sensibility and

tensive moral views of an eminent individual, unio whop

istence. 1t is with sincere pleasure that 1 Jook ba
his origin, and contempl-ate a plan which is cale
habifants, as emanating from the wisdom of my respec
‘and inestimable friend, Colonel .Wilkq. The Plan |
suggested by his active and comprehens:ve mind, as
best pwbably that could be devised, for improving (he
“clrcumstances and condmon of the whole peopler
: good sense and expenence did. not seck to altemp
form by sudden and violeut measures. This must >

lmmedla!ely expecled : a change to be perman

Jﬂﬁf, must heg:radunl.

+ -f,*. b
-’\-\”ﬁ“ e 2 m
eé'ﬁmel W’Iks S plan of benemrenee was
™ :-‘-;5" --,-i'*- g-«-«-...-..
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By (he zucceeding Members of Government, and by ths
general charity of the Inhabitants of this Island. 1t
would be unnecessary for me, Gentlemen, to poiat out
more particularly the good effects which have flowed
from ihis voluntary Association: they are daily brouch®
ander your observation. The decrease of crimes wonld
prove that the morals of tlie people have improved, an(l:
that all the hopes of the d’stinguished founder of the

Society, are in a fair way of being realized.

There are some Iocal considerations with respect
to St. Helena, which render the operations of
1his Society of peculiar interest and importance. It is
only by an increase of Lnowledo'e among the lowet
classes, that a due effect can be given to the liberal
policy of the Honorahle Company,and of the [nhabitant8
of St. Helena, who have proposed the freedom of theit
Slaves. The situation of this Island with respect to
s]avery, and the approaching emancipation of that class,
aom«:u their mstmctwn with the wellabeing of (his

-

- ~ - - - - - A
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Bheed ot % !
Communify. The fettersof slavery, in ite milJosf r,m;

geem fo involve the utmiost extent of humin calanityg

. Y

but this s made more dreadtul by the fetters Of'irrnd;
5 b

gance, and the restraints of the want of KEducation,—

But no Society of this kind, Gentlemen, however well
gonceived af first, and prosperous in ifs origii, can pro=
ceed with regularity and steadiness, wnless it is supported
by the favorahle disposition of individnals ;—ahovc aﬂ;;

and Masters —As the fathers

=S

ty the lnchnatmn of Parents

tm'd guardians of‘the mfania whu are botn ander thelr mof;
' '- ‘-r

it is one of their most solemn and 1mpvnous duties ,ﬁf

. -‘— - &l

chools whi mh

3

Their ow'_f '

send 'ﬂt(‘li’ cluldren {o one of the numerous S

nd for their recepuon.

interests and those of the commumlyw, would be f’qual?y
promoted by bestowing Education on the Chtl_dren ::ltj;’f___‘

igation of nalural protectars-

are open on this 1-la

whom they owe the obl

tmbldte the whole body of the mhabutants of the l nd
V ._ bl

and to use all rhelu uence

40 attend to U_us clrclm‘l‘stnnce, r
already oul of ¢

&
“‘f Posm to induce those who are
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bonds of Slavery, to render their Children more fit for
the blessings of freedom, by iacreasing their knowled ge,

1t is impossible that the calls for service and labor, can

be so extremely urgent as not to admit of a few hours at-
tendance at a School, which is but a short distance from
their homes: this sacrifice of time, as the founder of
your Society, has justly observed,*“would be repaid with
£¢ interest in the additional value of the future labors of
£¢ the "Slave.” Sunday is particulatly recommended as &
day on which these Children, without any sacrifice at alf
.(;f gervice, may be sent to the Schools for instruction. By
attending on Sunday, the profanation of the Sabbath
would be prevented, and it would repress idlencss and

mischievous activity, the zeal parents of vice.
. .

"1 would wish particularly to impress on the minds of the
:frce Biacks the advantages of Education to theirChildren.
It is the only means by which they can maintain that

gank in the community which is conferred by freedom,
G
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and by which they can expect to enjoy the privileges of
their new condilion in society. The institution of the
Benevolent Society is of more importance to this part of
{he population of onr Island, than to any other. 1 hope
that 1 shall not gddress myself to them in vain. Many
of the free blacks are Men not only of respectable chas
vaclers, byt they #re in possession of ponsidérable pros
perty : it is incumbent on them to confirm these benefity

by the education and instryction of their Children,

Bome men have, by a kind of moral obliguity, quess
tioned the utility and propriety of Educgtibn to those
classes pf societ ¥y whose liyes n;t;st be devoted to manual
Jabore They would adopt a p:q"v,erb‘ which is dise "_,
gracefyl to .Rc!igiqn and h'umanity-——‘-‘.‘ that ignorance ig-: ;
“ the mother of devotion.” This dogtrine bas been
rather theresalt of the gredulity and obstinacy of polifiz.
eal party, than of reflection. It has been confuted by

?}9 experience of all ages. It is ignorance; aud ;}61-?_15
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#iction that is dangerous to the peace and happiiés of
gociely. Itis not necessary that the youth whomay be
grained in the seminaties of this Institution, should be ene
tangled id mazy systems; which ofter confound trath and
falschood. Tliéir instruction will be confined fo subjects
which they may be able to compreliend ,and which may
ba useful to them in a walk of life suited to their condition.
« All the knowledge that they cen wantis within their
aitainment; and most of the arguments which they can

hear are within their capacity.’

The voice, in short; of experience declares that
knowledge is necessary for a judicious excrcise of power,
and a virtuous agency in the affairs of life. Education,
to a certain extenty is necessary for enabling the lower
orders to perform with intelligence their handicrafts, and
to execute the labor by which they must gain their
bread. It maintains amongst them sclf-respeet, and a

regard for charactcr; It is thesupport of Religion, and
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ihe best check that can be imposed on the mass of ong
population. Morality, and virtue and the n;slrainh of
life, generally bear some proportion to the degree of
knowledge spread through the lower classes of sociely.-=
Ifit is a fact, and as Cok. Wilks has observed, it has nevey
been controverted, that of the thousands who have been
educated in the Semiunaries of Belb and Lancaster, not one
had held up his hand ina Court of Justice, we have

A triunphant demoustration in favor of Educatiom

It would, however, be an unjust estimate of the state
of human nature to expeet that the efforts of this Society 1
willbe able to eradicate vice and misery. But we are i
warrauted by reason and experience to conclude, thaf"vli
there are no means so likely to diminishjthese inﬁiction;g? J]l
88 Education. Instruction and Education are the means

which enaole us to judge between truth and error, gOOG
!“"d evil. The Children of the Schools of this Soc.!etf{;'

e taught the pure and moral dogtrines of MB'%

=
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they arc faught to love Religion as founded upnf & rée
verence of God, and the expectation of futuie rewards
and punishments. For the buasiness of lite, they arg
taught English, Reading, Writing, and the rales and

principles of Arithmetic. They are instructed in trutby

and all that is necessary for their condition.

1 have enlarged on this subject, becausc I am satisfied,
that on the instruetion, and the manner of training up
Children, depends all their future usefulness and happie
ness. It is oulyaccording to their degree of information
that men, io the inferior walks of life, are to be dependcd
npon as loyal subjects ; that they are faithful and good
servants ; and that they have any chance, by successful

labor, to wcquire wealth; and may expect to fill the
Mation of Masters, -

L

These are the great objects which are held out to
t8e pupils of this Institution. ¢ is by Education alous
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that they cdn rationally hope to raise themiclods abiovs
their present condition; and qurlify themselves for a
higher tank it Soticly: 'This object shiduld be contia
nudlly beforé tlie eyes of the pupilé; and as it {s
within the redcli of evéty person of a Lontmon capacilys
possessed of a small portion of industry, it sliould exs

cile thew all to pursuc their studies with udremitled

dlilizence,

The stability of this Saciecty must evidenfly depend
oon the Funds provided for ifts support. These have
_hilhcrto been principaily supplied by the likerality gf
the Inhabitants ; and | am sure tlicy are still disposed
to bear cheerfully {his self-imposed Durdens A small
Capital, by the benefactions of individnals; has been
;crealed, wliich ii would be vety desirabile to increasé.
The lustitution is unavoidably exposed to many expen=
nes 'l’hqse who enjoy a modeiate share of afluence .'

‘may, and do meritoriously devote a portion of their

W}



15

time gratuitously to {hese charitable dulies; but there i
an operative and active agency which must be paid,—
A variely of dircct and subgsidiary expenses must be
defrayed ; and some considerable advances are (rccnsionaily
made for the rehief of persons under peculiar distress:
But the regularity of the Accounts, which the intellis
gent and gealous Committees have annually laid bea
fore the Society, must convince every person, ihat the
expenses of the Establishment have becn managed with
frugality and integrity,

A Fund of this nature can neither be crealed nog
supported without frequent ealls upoa the generosity and
benevolence of the pyblic. In the present case, the con=
gributors have an oppertunity of secing and judging of
the purposes to wpich their bounty is applied. Tha-.
Annual Statements of their Secfélary and Treas‘urer

must satisfly them that their Subscriptions are devoted

for thg improyvement of the objects for which the Society’
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has been established. Regularity in the Accounts, and
economy in the disbursements, appear to have been
equally attended fo. While the Funds have been
administered with a landable discretion and parsimony,
§¢ there has been,” in the words of the last well-writien
Report, “no lack of liberality on the part of the Society,
nor any want of compassion towards the unfortunate and
distressed.” A spirit of charity and humanity has been

the constant guide of the Managers,

L}

There is one source of supply which T think might
be considerably extended.. The Funds of the Society
have been occasionally benefited by .the Donatio;ts of
strangers ; but not to the amount which I should have
ex peeted from the situation of St. Helena, as the entre-. |
POt belween India and Europe. Many of the passengers
are indebled to the hospitality of the Inbabitanis; but
independantly of this circumstance, we may appeal wlﬁ»-lj

- g
¥
-

confidenge to the liberality of aur Countrymen, whe
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/ should not abate i their zeal, noy

;

17
ate, genernllly speaking, returning with warm hearls
and in good circamstances fo their native Country Ry
the care and attention of the Rev. Mr. Boys, of Mr,
Eyre, and Mr. S. Solomon, the aid of passing visitors
has been occasionally raised. This assistance might
probably be increased, by opening regnlar Subscription
]iook’s; and hy taking care that they are placed in situa=
tions where they must be scen. Means shozld be adopted

to solicit the assistance of every passenger and visitor,

l;y presenting to them a formal and methodical applica-

tion, I think that a direct appeal would not be made

in vain, and that few would withhold their Mite.
The Benevolent Sociefy, Gentlemen, may be consi-
dered as firmly established, But as an over-security has

proved fatal to many Institutions of this kind, it is still

necessary that the Members should continue to combine

and unite their exertions for i support : that they

relax in their cfforts.
)
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The authority of Scripture corresponds with expes,
rience : in oxder to teach the duties of life to the rising,
offspring of thisCommunity, there must be pexseverance s,

“ line upon line, and precept upon precept.”

Hitherto the affairs of the Society have been conducted;
under the happiest auspices. They have been judia
ciously confided to a Commiltee who have been intellie
gent, aciive, and zealus Superintendents, They have.
provided patient and good Teachers. The two respects.
able Clergymen of the Island, bave shared in the scho=
Jastic labors: they have guided the instruction and diss
cipline of the Scholars. To the talents of the Commitice .,"
we owe the valunable Annual Reporis, which have laidr.?:
the business of the Society so faisly and distinctly beforé—";
the public. 1 must congraiulate the Society on thesé

| ndvaniacres E lheyﬁhnvv been the consequences of a wnswl

wnd P‘ﬂdent'managemeni which has given permanencnsj.

*'-39 the c&‘oﬂs of thq Beuevolent Socicty of St. Helenas

-,"""'""'-'_ --L-r o

- : C—

T
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I regret that my residence on this Island has been too.
] shorl to enable me to enter into many details. which,
might be useful ; but I can confidently predict, that an
increase of knowledge, will promote the happiness and
R mspectabilily of the Inhabitants of this Island. To ate
: tain and to. secure this object, they may always rely on

. my cordial support.

The immediate object however of this Meeting is, for
- the improvement of those. classes. of Society, who would
! find it impossible to obtain the advantages of Education
| Without assistance. 1 would again thercfore impress on
E the minds of those who have a control over Children,
,:t"hﬁ]lef of slaves, or of free blacké, to make use af thcirl..
Jdnfluence, that they may be sent to one of the Schools
l Which are now open for their instruction in different parts
:‘ta'bfllhe Island. It is by this means aloaé that they can
h made ugeful members of the Community; as it is on]g. r' '

@D early instruotton thal they can make a prope:_'%ia
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3P the Paculties of reason, and be fitted for the boon of
freedom.

There is also anofher effect of Knowledge amorgst
the lower classes, which I wounld beg to meition: it ha§ |
ﬁlways a tendency to mount upwards, and t6 excite a
desire in their superiors to extend their intellectual ac-
quirements. I am convinced, therefore, that the Bedes
volent Socicty is calculated to spread knowledge and .
improvement, beyond the limits of its original estas
blishiment.

1 fear that I have exhausted the patience of this res
spectable Meeting. I have only {o add, that F am'
cofpelled by duty and inclination, {6 éxpress a wish t&

enroll myself amongst its Members. :

After closing the preceding Address, the Honorable the
Governor proposed - the following Voie of thanks, whick

@as received with universal approbations-

.
-



harged with so muc

« The Gentlemen W

18 Supe f the Af-
wal and ability the arduous gu.parintendence 0

\irs of the Society, are entitled o its approbation and
tharks. 'They have been influenced by higher motives
thn praise; but it nevertheless behoves the Members (o
paform {he agrecable duty of expressing a ‘due sense of

the benefis conferred by those who have devoted their
ime and atiention to the seryice of the Community.—

The B :
I have distingnished themselves in the career of Be-
hcm‘ﬁnce : 3

it is to their unremitting zeal and labor that

We .
Owe the tumph of this Institution. [ propose theren

fﬂl‘c { .
\ v that the cordial thanks of this Meeting, be given (o
r. B . 3
‘00ke, Mr. Greentree, the President, the Vicea
tesi
“ident, and the Members of the Cominitice of

l\ldna Ce
i m!‘.ltl for theYear 182‘2"‘f g

oy
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THE FOLLOWING ARE NEW SUBSCRIBERS,
PER ANNUM.

The Honorable Brigdr. GeneralAlexanderWalkcr ‘290 ; ; (3

A. A.Seale, Esq- — e E1O

T. B. Knipe, ML —— 22

G. Melliss, Liecat. —— —_— 10,

M. Johason, Mr. o — ] 10, {
Mr. Mulball ——— — — 1, |
Rev. D. Welsh = e —— 2, \i;
J. Andrews, Esq. ———— —~— 2 2, &K
G. Mead, Licul, == —— e ] I6,

E. Koy, Mo ——— o L 1, o
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