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For a leng tme il has bheen my keen desire 1o pay
respeets, in the Lorm of an exhibiton, to Petros van der
Velden, and my beliel that & worthy tribufe was possible

so prodigious was his artistic activity—by  assembling
some of his work Trom Christchurch owners, Their kind-
ness o lending s warmly appreciated.

In this retrospective exhibition of the Duichman’s art |
have attempled not fo concentrale on any one aspect of
his work, nor to show equal meril anits vaciety. o, while
opportunity olfers, 1o opesn many windows on Pelrus van
der Welden. the artist and the man.

WS BAVERSTOCK,
I Mrector
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INTRODUCTION

In Christchurch where, in 18%0, Petrus van der Velden
arrived with his wife and family g1 the invilation of Mr
Gerril van Asch, his friend and sponsor, we have o speeial
responsibility to ensure permanent recognition of a great
painter and remarkable man, We must acquire more
examples of his best work for the Robert MceDougzall Art
Gallery and all available written records for its archives.
The record must be kept “straight™. It would scern that
al least three of us in writing have extended the period
of his life in Chrisichurch beyond the actual time of eight
vears plus visits, Can it be that the impact of his colour-
ful personality made the lime seem longer? And Van der
Velden, improvident though he was, could have told us
whether he received £500 or £400 from the N.S.W. Art
Grallery for his large (6" % &) picture. vears in the mak-
ing and altering, and variously called “Disillusionment”,
“Disillusioned”. or “The Sorrowful Future™, and how
short a time he and his family lived m holiday luxory on
the proceeds, 1F he could visit our Gallery and nol he
saddened by the ravapes ol the bitumen he used in his
paint, he would perhaps chuckle as he explained that under
“Otira Gorpe™, No. 55 in this exhibition, lies hiz painfing
“The Convalescent™, Tor which his friend, Mr H, Fisher,
Senr,, was aboul 1o offer him 100 goineas and which he
painted over becanse he needed o larpe canvas immedi-
ately. No, 61 s a4 preliminary study for “The Can-
valescent”,

When, in 1947, Mr H. 5. Feast, Town Clerk, had an
inguiry  from the Netherlands about Van der Velden's
circer in this part of the world, | wrote, inter alia, “MNo
artist who has lelt any country to make his home in New
Zealand has made such a deep impression. © .. Tt was New
Fealand’s pain rather than Van der Velden's when this
gifted painter left his native land. . . . In conversation
und in netes scribbled in sketch books, he showed him-
self an interesting philasopher, . . . In Art his favourite
dictum was “‘Caolour is Light”

A careful assezsment of the Art of YVun der Velden,
wrilten in 1959 by Mr P, A, Tomory, appeared with
valuable rescarch material in the catalogue of 30 paint-
ings toured by the Avckland Art Gallery. This included
interesting quotations from letters of Van Gosh o his
brother in 1883, from which [ quote brieflv: “He {(Van der
Velden) is a real artist and 1 wish T knew him., o, | know
for sure that 1 should learn from him. . . . He made 4
vETY strong impression on me,”

The present exhibition is confined o work lent by
Christchurch owners and, with the exception of Mo, 72,
no exhibil was shown in the Auckland touring collection,

WS,



A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF VAN DER VELDEN

{Compiled from various sources})

Born in Rotterdam, May 5, 1837, Apprenticed Lo prinfer
and lithographer —became partner. In 1869 at Academy
in Berlin., After 30 years of age chiefly occupied in paint-
ing and sketching. (Sketch book in our possession dated
18700 In 1875 invited by Josef lsracls to Toin Pulchri
Studio Group at The Hague (lsraels, Anton Mauve, Mes-
dag, Wm. and Jacob Maris). In 1880 two pictures at Gros-
venor Gallery, London, Reputation became well established
in many cxhibitions, Coupil Cialleries, London, bought a
number of his works—watercolours selling for as much as
%) suineas, When in the 1880%s he entered “The Dulch
Funersl” (now in our Gallery) for exhibition, Josef
lsracls had his own painting removed from its place af
honour in the Amsterduwm Gallery and replaced by Van
der Velden's, In 1890, aged 33, arrived in Mew Zealand to
stuy with Mr Gerrit Van Asch, Sumner. Later had studios
in Christchurch. Taught and exhibited. On April 29, 1898,
left for Sydney where his first wife died in 1899, Some-
time before his return he married again. In hospilal in
Sydney, Returned to New Zealand in 1905, Lived in Wel-
lington. Was in Christchurch in 1907 on wvisit and, pre-
sumably, on other occasions.. A self-porirait, Mo, 29 in
this exhibition is inscribed “Wellington, October 19, 19137,
{n November, 1913, he went with his wife to Auckland
and died on the 10th of that month of a heart atiack.



Cata’¢5 e

O Paintings. Sketches and Studies

Measurements are in inches, height before width, Draw-
ings, other than those in pencil or charcoal are designated
chalk.

1 STUDY OF DUTCH WATERMAN
- Pencil Drawing % x 5 {1870-188%9)
< Lent by Mr €, G. A. Sams

1 CANAL SCENE, HOLLAND
Pencil 6 ® 104 From Skeich Book, |870-188%
MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of Family of
Mr A, F. Nicoll, G.B.E.
7

3] SKETCHES—BOATS AND TREE
&/ﬁ- Pencil 16 x 16 From an 1870 Sketch Book
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family

4 EAD OF FISHERMAN
“harcoal 174 x 124
Lent by Mr David Langley

& SKETCHES—ROAT AND FIGURES
Pencil 12 x 16 From an [870 Sketch Book
MeDoupgall Art Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family
UTCH WATERMAN
Pencil 12 x 9
MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of Mr F, A. Shurrock,
ARCA,

7 NEAR SUMNER
Chalk 73 x 10% From an 1890 Sketch Book
MeDoungall Art Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family
¥ WINDMILL IN HOLLAND
* Pencil 14 x 16 From-an 1870 Sketch Book
McDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A. F. MNicoll Family

¢ TREE STUDY
Chalk 104 x 7% From an [8%) Skeich Book
MoDougall Art Gallery, Gift of A. F. Nicoll Family
19 PLOUGHING
Chalk 6 x 8 From an 1890 Sketch Book
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A. F. Nicoll Family
il SANTE
e harcoal 27+ x-21
Lent by Mrs L. b, Best
12 HANDS AND FEET
Chalk From an 1890 Sketch Book
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family
yf (3 ROADWORK, SUMNER ROAD
Chalk 84 x 7% From an [890 Sketch Book
MeDougall Art Gallery, Gifl of A, F, Nicoll Family

4 |DUTCH GIRL KNITTING
Pencil 18% x 144
MeDwougall Art Gallery. John Heaton Rhodes Beguest



o 15 THL CAVE ROCK, SUMNER
Chalk 6 x 10¢ From an 890 Sketch Book
e} MeDrougall Art Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family

16 FISHING BOAT
Pencil 16 x 16 From an 1870 Sketch Book
=y MeDougall At Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family

STUDY PR “EVENING IN HOLLAND”
(See Reproduction)
Charcoul
Lent by Mr W. 5. Baverstock
15 (ETUDY FOR “EVENING IN HOLLAND?
(See Reproduction}
Charcoal
Lent by Mr Lex Robb
1% TREES
S Charcoal 15 x 15, From an 1870 Sketoh Book

MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Fanmily
)(UTC'H BOYS ENMOKING

Witercolour 15 x 23§
Lent by University of Canterbury School of Fine
Adis
21 ARTIST AND FISHING BOAT
Pencil 135 % 194
Lent by Mrs L. M. Best

STUDY OF BOWSPRIT
Watercolour and Pencils 173 = 234
Lent by University of Canlerbury School of
. Fine Arts
AREND SLUIS WITH ¥AN DER VELDEN'S
BAGGAGE (See lnscription)
Chalk 8 x %
—~ SLent by Mr B, H. Sluis
ANDAMILL IN MOONLIGHT
Charcoal 194 by 145
ant by bMrs Rooald Graham
UCKLAND SUBURDB
Solour Cravons % x 124
MeDrougall Art Gallery, Gift of Ao . MNicoll Family
W, H. WYNMN-WILLLAMS, 158%6
(First President Christchureh Savage Club 1893)
Charcoal 21§ x 144
Lent by Christchurch Savage Club

SCEMNE IN TRAMCAR, WELLINGTON
Chareoal 54 x 135

Lent by Mrs 1, M. Louisson

M OTiRA GORGE
/a Chalk 16 x 123, Inseribéd To P, C. Otira Powell,
\?\ 1894, From P, van der Velden
¢ Lent by Mrs M. Haines {Stephen Powell Collection)
29 BELF PORTRAIT WITH OTIRA BACKGROUND
“harcoal |41 x 1y Dated Cretober 19, 1913, in
Wellington, ¥an der Velden died in Auckland on
Movember 10, 1913
Lemt by Miss D C. Bafes
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¢ 30 THE THOMAS WALKER CONVALESUENT
Jf HOSPITAL, SYDNEY
Chalk and Wash 6} x 9L From an Ausiralian
— Sketch Book. Van der Velden was in hospital in 1900
MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of A. F, Nicoll Family

31 TWO LIFE SKETCHES (The Letier snd the Card
Game). Chalk cach 6§ x 9,
s From an Australian Sketeh Book 1898.1905
McDougall Art Gallery, Gift of A F. Nicoll Family

32 RELAXATION
7 (Presumably fellow patients of the artist, 1900)
Chalk 63 x %4 From an Australinn Skeich Book
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gilt of A, F, Nicoll Family

IGURE STUDY
Pencil 144 % 2%
‘Lent by University of Canterbury Schaoal of
Fine Arts
3 CONCENTRATION (The Artist on Left)
Chalk 54 % 95 From an Australian Sketeh Book

=i 1E98- 1905

McDaouwgall Art Gallery. Gift of A. F, Nicoll Family

35 TWO LIFE SKETCHES
= Chalk. From an Australian Sketch Book |898-1905
MeDaougall Art Gallery. Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family

36 ALSTRALIAN TYTE

Chalk 9% x 61, From an Australian Sketch Book
—— [R98-1905
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family
? i 37 STUDY OF A WINDMILL

'}k"‘" il on canvas 13 x %

" 2=, Lent by Mr Heatheote Helmore, M.B.E.
38 THE OLD FISHERMAN

Chl on canvas 234 x 198

MeDougall Art Gallery (From Stephen Powell

Collection}

3% STUDY OF A WINDMILL

2 ﬁkﬁ 4l oo ocanvas 13 x 7L
&

Lemt by Mr Heatheote Helmore, M B.E,

4 FISHING BOAT ON CANAL
Charcoal 214 x 15
Leml by Mrs L. M. Best

THE DUTCH FUNERAL

01l on canvas 48 x 96
MeDougall Art Gallery.

Gilt of Mr H. C. D. Van Asch

42 WINDMILL IN MOONLIGHT
Charcoal 214 x 13
Lent by Mrs L. M. Best
43 FIGURE 5TUDY FOR “DUTCH FUNERAL™
{See large painting)
Pencil and Sepia. From an [870-8% Sketch Book
MeDougall Art Gallery. Gift of A F. Nicoll Family
This Wu:xm::tc.&’mm HEAT OF A BABY
Oh- e af#\ﬂr"!a : _'__5 -




f-f 4 DUTCH FUNERAL BARGE
,- Watercolonr 15 x 243
"-._____,-' Lent by Mrs R, €. Jamieson
B 45 HENRY JOHN WASHRBOURNMNE
: i"" Ve Y (Sir Geo, Seymour, 18501
¥, ;"j;.' 7 0l on canvas 264 x 193
1.-..' ent by Mrs A, R Thomas
\/'r ARGE ON CANAL
Watercolour 134 x 214
~Lent by Mr J, P, Shelley
47 DUTCH FUNERAL BARGE
‘Wl on canvas 314 % 354
" McDougall Art Gallery. Gift of Jus. Jamieson
Family
OTIRA GORGE
}( il on canvas 234 x 35%
s Lenl by Mr W, S. Baverstock
49 ' LE BON ¥VIVANT
" 0l on canvas 36} x 294
—— Lent by Mr David 5. Cowie
5 STAR OF BETHLEHEM
il on canvas 154 x 164
kent by Mr H. H. Fisher
HE CARD PLAYERS
il on canvas 333 x 45
Lent by Mrs H: C. D, Yan Asch
TIRA GORGE
Oil on canvas 165 x 134
Lent by Mr H. H. Fisher
53 THE MUSIC LESSON
Oil on canvas 35 x 22

Lent by Miss Marian E. Thomson
STILL LIFE
Odl on canvas 224 x 354

MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of A, F. Nicoll Family
55 |OTIRA GORGE
Oil on canvas 60 x 84
_ Lent by Canterbury Society of Arts
1E BIRTHDAY GIFT
(Mrs G. D, Greenwood-Helene Cross-1894)
(Nl on canvas 47¢ x 35¢
Lent by Mrs H. J, McTeigue
STUDY OF AN OLD MAN
(¥l on canvas 8§ x 44
cent by Mr R. L. Clarke
DE STUDY (Barly work)
Oil on card 124 x 19§
MeDougall Art Gallery., Gift of A, F, Nicoll Family
59 \'THE CULPRIT

Oil on panel 93 x T3

Lent by Mrs Julie Holeroft
” IGHTHOUSE, COAST OF NORMANDY

Oil on canvas 5} % 16}

Lent by Dr Maurice Louisson
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THE CONVALESCENT (Study for large picture)
il on canvas 224 x 174

Lent by Miss Marian E, Thomsan

STUDY FOR “DISILLUSIONMENT"
(Large painting sold to N.S.W. Art Gallery)
Gl on canvas 234 x 194
Lent by Mr Geo. 5. McKenzie
)

|STUDY FOR “DISILLUSIONMENT"
il on canvas 16 x 13§
cend by Miss L. F, Fraser

64 RHODODENDRONS
A0 o eanvas 73 x 95
Lent by Mr L. Pegler

o 65 GOING TO CHURCH
Charcoal 22 x 15
Lent by Mr 1. W. 3. Fisher

TRELT CRIER
Ol on canvas 43§ x 344

— . Lent by Mr David Langley

67T YVGATHERING FAGGOTS
- Okl oo canvas 155 x 104

Lent by Mr J. W. [ Fisher

68 GERRIT VAN ASCH
ASponsored by Mr Van Asch, Van der Velden

o left Holland to live in Sumner)

Ol on canvas 44k % 35
Lent by Mr G. Van Asch

6% /DROUGHT IN AUSTRALIA
il on canvas 164 x 124
ent by Mr David Langley

70 A FAIR
il on canvas 43+ x 33¢
OLEITL by Mr David Langley
71

OTIRA GORGE (Sce Inscription)
Charcoal 244 x 184
Lent by Mrs Ronald Graham

72 POLDER LANDSCAPE
'Ol on canvas 9% x 154
Lent by University of Canterbury Schoaol of
Fine Arls

73 LUTCH GIRL
b4 Watercolour 124 x 94
_ent by Mr W. 5. Baverstock
74 JCANAL SCENE
Watercolour 10§ x 8% -

== Lent by Mr P. B. Austin ﬁ,f’}b
75 |KNIFE GRINDERS > @

Watercolour 12} x 154 #

Lent by Mr Geo. 5 McKenzic

76 HARBOUR SKETCH

Watercolour 144 x 204
Lent by Miss Marian E, Thomson




@WINTER EVENING IN HOLLAND
Walercolour 5§ x 10§
MeDougall Art Gallery, Gift of Mrs Richmond Fell
78 |SKETCH OF DUTCH BOY
Watercolour 164 = 125
Lent by Mr W, 5, Baverstock
FIRL GRINIMNG COFFEE
atercolour 18 % 113
Lent by Mr W. R, Lascelles
OTIRA GORGE
Watercolour 19.x 133
Lent by Mr B. H. Sluis
#1 LOW TIDE IN HOLLAND
".l Watercolour 19 x 133
i Lent by Mrs N, Haines (Stephen Powell Collection)
B A KNIFEGRINDER
Watercolour 134 % 104
Lent by Miss Marian E. Thomson
iN A DUTCH KITCHEN
Chalk and Wash 104 x 124
Lent by Miss Marian B. Thomson
ROTBRIDGE 1IN HOLLAND
Fencil
Lent by Miss Marian B, Thomson

Lent by Miss Marian E. Thomson

] 86 AT EASE (Rapid sketch}

D Charcoal 144 x 214

: Lent by Miss Marian E, Thomson

17 | DESIGMNING A BOAT

Pencil 124 x 184

Lent by Miss Marian E. Themson
INE LEAVES

wtercolour 100x 13

=] ent by Miss Marian E, Thomson

//, 89 FRIENDS OF THE ARTIST (See Autographs)
APencil and Watercolour 94 x 134

2 Lent by Miss Marian E, Thamson
ALFRED WALSH (1) SKETCHING

Chalk 21 x 13

Lent by Miss Marian E. Thomson

. 91_ PANEL OF WORKING DRAWINGS, ETC.
may B2 THE SATARA PLAYER (oguadied 75 -Zicg';?ﬂ
Gallony)

Qfl on Canvas 46 x 324

ent by Estate of Late Miss Marjorie Bassett
TNTER IN HOLLAND

il pn Canvas 343050238

Lent by Brs Lo M, Best

INTERIOR OF OLD DUTCH KITCHEN
il on Canvas

Lent by Mr . H. Reece

FRINTED AT THE CAXTON PRESS






CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL

EXHIBITION HOURS

MONIDAYS TO SATURDAYS,
10 aem, to 420 pon.

BUNDAYS 2 1o 430 pm,



