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FOREWORD 

a 

The Annual Autumn Exhibition this year has attracted a 
greater number of exhibitors, with a wider variety of work than 
in recent years. You will find that many of the paintings re­
present the more contemporary conception of art. We are 
anxious to introduce you to the work of these young New 
Zealand artists, and while you may perhaps find some of them 
difficult to follow, we think you will find many of them exciting, 
colourful, and vigorous. 

During the last hundred years, the great French painters 
Cezanne, Gauguin, Renoir, and later the English painters and 
sculptors Sutherland, Nash, and Henry Moore, to mention a 
few, have broken away from the traditional methods of ex­
pression, and the work of artists has become more individual. 
To many of the foremost thinkers today it is only when art is 
individual, that it is acceptable as art. 

The mere realistic reproduction of our surroundings is no 
longer recognised as an artistic achievement unless the essential 
characteristic of the surroundings has been absorbed by the 
artist and interpreted through his individual feelings and tem­
perament. Consequently we cannot compare one artist's work 
with another. The viewer has to see and judge for himself each 
artist's work independantly with no other guidance but his own 
taste and knowledge. 

We ask you to bear this in mind when looking at pictures 
which may not at first be readily acceptable. New ideas in art 
take time and tolerance before they can be appreciated and 
enjoyed, but that appreciation and enjoyment can be enriching 
and stimulating experiences. 
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