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The C.S.A. Council is pleased to announce the ap
pointment of Miss Annella MacDougall as director of 
the Gallery. 
Miss MacDougall was chosen from a number of ap
plicants for her considerable experience in galleries in 
Christchurch, Melbourne and London. 
Mr. Laidlaw will continue as secretary/manager until 
the end of the year to show Miss MacDougall the ropes 
and next year will assist the Gallery periodically. The 
Council hopes that it can persuade Mr. Laidlaw to retain 
the position of Secretary to the Society and to attend 
Council meetings. It is essential that his wealth of 
experience be retained for as long as possible. It is 
almost impossible to imagine the C.S.A. without Rusty! 
With Miss MacDougall as full-time director the C.S.A. 
will be able to expand and consolidate its activities in a 
number of fields of the visual arts. 

GALLERY CALENDAR 
(Subject to adjustment) 

Oct-Nov 10 
Oct-Nov 6 
Oct-Nov 12 
Oct-Nov 11 
Nov 3-Nov 16 
Nov 9-22 
Nov 4 
Nov 8-22 
Nov 14-27 
Nov 17-Dec 2 
Nov 11 
Nov 14-27 
Nov 18 
Nov 18-30 
Nov 25 

Nov 24-Dec 11 
Dec 2-14 
Dec 6-31 
Dec 14-31 
January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Exhibitions are mou 
through the agency 

Technical Institute 
Elizabeth Stevens 
May Petterson 
Neate, Hurrelly & Dawson 
David Hoare 
Marjorie Rutherford 
Hugh McMillan Musical Recital 
M. Rutherford 
B. Nin 
Eddie & Gypsy Poulston 
Hugh McMillan Musical Recital 
Townsend & Muschamp 
Hugh McMillan Musical Recital 
Andrew Coates 
Hugh McMillan Musical Recital 
Michael Ebel 
Helen Rockel 
CSA Summer Exhibition 
Junior Art 
Canadian Photography 
Bashir Baraki 
Richard Coburn 
Larry Bell 
Aldwyth Renaut 
Star Schools 
Doris Hunt 
Arts Festival Exhibition "Land 1976" 
Maurice Angelo 
CSA Annual Autumn Exhibition 
Linda Smith 
Rosemary Campbell 
Margaret Woolley 
Graeme Clement 
Light & Vision Structure 
N. A. Henning 
Tony Geddes 
Gladys Keeley 
L. & J. Royal 
Morgan Jones 
Gwenda Turner 
Llew Summers 
Tibetan Carpets 
Alan Pearson 
CSA Open Exhibition 

nted with the assistance of the QE II Arts Council 
of the Association of N.Z. Art Societies. 



New Members 
(The Soc ie ty w e l c o m e s the fo l lowing new members ) 

Mrs J . E. Corbe t t 
Miss Diane Verb i tsky 
Miss Patsy G ibson 
Dr & Mrs D. J . Janus 
Mrs Lyn Taylor 
Mr G. B. Col l ie 
Mrs Edna M. Davis 
Mr A . B. Smeaton 
Mr & Mrs D. J . Benzie 
Mrs Patr ic ia A rms t rong 
Mrs D. M. Lewis 
Mrs Joyce Jewel l 
Mr J o h n H a d w e n 
Dr V. J . Clay 
Mr B rad Smi th 
Mrs M. Suther land 
Miss Patr ic ia Prendergast 
Mrs El izabeth Savill 
Mrs Deirdre Tupper 
Mrs El izabeth C o o c h 
Dr M. E. Mac ready 
Mrs Barbara Fi tzs imons 
Mrs E. K. M e a c h e n 

Mr Dylan Sum m er s 
Mr & Mrs J . R. Fox 
Mrs G w e n e t h J. Bell 
Mr Rex B rown 
Dr & Mrs Easaw C h a c k o 
Mrs J . E. Hay 
J . H. L i v e s a y / P . Al len 
Mr & Mrs D. Forbes 
Mr & Mrs K. H. MacKenz ie 
Mrs A n n a M. Croz ier 
Mr & Mrs Robert B rown 
Mrs E. J . Wethey 
Mr H. C. Col let t 
Mr & Mrs W. C. Skews 
A s h b u r t o n Col lege 
Mrs Annet te McDona ld 
Mrs Louise Muir 
Miss J . Mercer 
Mrs Diane Stowel l 
Mrs R. T. Bennet t 
Mrs Edith Harker 
Mrs Helen Err ington 

Sculpture Winners 
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o M o r g a n J o n e s a n d J e n n y H u n t -

co -w inners of the Hansel l Scu lp tu re Prize. They are bo th CSA 
art ists. M o r g a n Jones is hav ing his s e c o n d o n e - m a n s h o w in 
the gal lery next May. 
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The exhibitions 

David Hoare Painting. November 3-16 
Born T imaru 1945. 
Can te rbu ry Universi ty Schoo l of Fine Ar ts Dip. F.A. 1967 . 
Exhibi t ions Ch r i s t chu rch 1969 and Me lbou rne 1972 . 
3 years teach ing Beaumar is H igh , Me lbou rne . 
Says : " W o r k c o n c e r n s the i n te rac t i on a n d reac t i on of 

people to ob jec ts . The cur ren t ser ies is built a r o u n d ref lec
t ions of peop le and their f an tas ies . " 

Majorie Rutherford Painting. November 9-23 
Says: " I have been paint ing s ince 1961 w h e n I took a 

cou rse of adul t educa t ion on pa in t ing at Cu l ve rden . I a m now 
in my 80 th year a n d f ind that pa int ing b e c o m e s more inter
es t i ng eve ry year . I pa int all m y l a n d s c a p e s ins ide f r o m 
memory of d i f ferent p laces that have impressed m e . " 

Buck Nin Watercolours & Ink Drawings 
November 13 - 27 

Art t ra in ing A u c k l a n d and Can te rbu ry . Dip. F.A. 1965 . 
Full- t ime painter 1966 -68 . Taught at Mt Eden Pr ison, Bay of 

Islands Col lege, now at C h u r c h Col lege of N.Z. 
Exhib i t ions A u c k l a n d , Ch r i s t chu rch , Wel l ing ton , Tokyo , 

Cal i forn ia . 

Says: " L a n d in N.Z. has charac ter is t i cs that ref lects Maor i 
use - all land s h o w s the ef fects of past o c c u p a n t s - N.Z. the 
Maor i . I have taken these aspec ts of carv ing ( the c a n o e and 
stern) a n d imposed t hem in the land. The migrat ion of the 
Maor i to the c i ty , the p rob lems assoc ia ted wi th migrat ion and 
the tu rn ing away to seek t radi t ional va lues, life styles on the 
marae. 

Thelma Muschamp Recent Paintings. 
November 13-30 

Says: " I have a lways f ound pa in t ing more reward ing than 
vo ic ing a m b i g u o u s s ta tements , so have little to say except 
hav ing held prev ious one m a n s h o w s I shou ld no longer 
requi re an in t roduc t ion . 
In th is f o r t h c o m i n g exh ib i t i on of l andscapes are inc luded 
scenes f rom " T h e Mi l ford Track A r e a " , one of wh i ch has 
recent ly re turned f rom tour ing Japan on an e x c h a n g e bas is . " 

Gypsy Poulston Sculpture. 
November 16-December 2 

Previous exh ib i t ions Duned in , Ch r i s t chu rch a n d T imaru . 
Joint awards wi th Eddie Pou ls ton , Nat ional Bank Mural 

Sect ion . 
Works - s ta ined glass w i n d o w s Cra ighead Chape l , Wi lson 

St. Bapt ist C h u r c h T imaru . Scu lp tu re des ign Pic ton Lodge. 

Mura ls State Advances Bui ld ing C h r i s t c h u r c h and Hotels. 
Says: " M y a ims are to re turn to the s imple t ru th of Medieval 

s c u l p t u r e . Hav ing t augh t c u b i s m ( in m y yea rs as an art 
t eache r ) , pa in t ing has moved t o w a r d s f o r m a n d on to scu lp 
ture . I f ind it possible to convey ideas in abs t rac t f o rms e.g. 
Flight ser ies w h i c h deve loped f r o m s ta ined g lass w i n d o w 
des igns - dea l ing wi th ascent in the spir i tual s e n s e . " 

Eddie Poulston Sculpture. 
November 17-December 2 

W o n 3 awa rds Nat ional Bank Mura l Compe t i t i on 1970 , 7 1 , 
72 and 2 jo int ly wi th Gypsy Pou ls ton 1971 a n d 72. S tudy tour 
of Europe 1974 . At present comp le t i ng th ree for new State 
A d v a n c e s Bu i ld ing , Ch r i s t chu rch . 

Says: " M y present ob jec t ive is the deve lopmen t of var ious 
techn iques and mater ia ls and the per fec t ing of t echn iques 
used in creat ive scu lp tu re . Specia l ly in terested in tex tu red 
sur faces a n d the use of new types of mater ia ls. I have the 
good fo r tune of hav ing been e n d o w e d wi th the " k n a c k " of 
be ing able to express myself , ar tw ise, t h r o u g h the fo rm ing of 
metals into shapes w h i c h , hopefu l ly , wil l c rea te some interest. 
If I can convey to the observer of these p ieces some of t he 
pleasure I have der ived f rom their c rea t ing - t hen I bel ieve m y 
work has been wo r th whi le . I am also in terested in pot tery and 
the use of ce ram ics in a r c h i t e c t u r e . " 
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Andrew Coates Paintings. November 18 - 30 

Says: "Th i s exhib i t ion will be my last w i th the CSA before I 
emba rk on fur ther exh ib i t ions in L o n d o n next year a n d will 
c o n c l u d e three years wo rk in C h r i s t c h u r c h . " 

" T h e paint ings on display are an a d v a n c e m e n t of all 
p rev ious work a n d a l though appear removed prove a vital l ink 
be tween all ser ies. Aga in I f luc tuate be tween s u b c o n s c i o u s 
a n d c o n s c i o u s rea l i t i es ; c o n t r a s t i n g , m a t h m a t i c a l a w i t h 
ry thmic , straight wi th cu rved , and harsh flat co lou r against 
na tu ra l a l m o s t d is tan t meta l l i c h u e s w h i c h d i sso l ve in to 
imagery beh ind looming somet imes aggress ive abs t rac ted , 
f o r e g r o u n d s . " 

We view something in relation to something else: i.e. to 
understand light we must experience dark, or to ap
preciate relaxation we must recognise its opposite, 
work. 

"Th i s s imple synthesis wh i ch const i tu tes our bas ic va lues 
has i nduced a t ransi t ion of styles in my w o r k not on ly be tween 
ser ies but be tween cont ras t ing e lements in the one pa in t ing . 
My persona l app roach is d isp layed wi th s impl ic i ty a n d dep th 
a n d I hope they inspire vivid fee l i ngs . " 

" Y o u a re c o r d i a l l y i nv i ted to t h e o p e n i n g n igh t 8 p m 
M o n d a y 17th November . 

Sher ry wil l be s e r v e d . " 

Cyril Townsend Painting. 
23 November-11 December 

Born and educa ted Ch r i s t chu rch . 
Self taught . One man show at Univers i ty of Can te rbu ry 

Assoc . C lub Rooms. One g r o u p s h o w CSA Gal lery. 
Says: " I a m c o n c e r n e d wi th the search for a vocabu la ry to 

par t ic ipate in the infinite conversa t ion of the di f ferent levels of 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . " 

Michael Ebel. 23 November-11 December 
May I cord ia l ly invite you to the prev iew of my exh ib i t ion of 

main ly penci l at 2 p m Sunday 23 November . 

Helen Rockel Painting. December 2-14 
Cante rbu ry Universi ty Schoo l of Fine Ar ts 1 9 6 8 - 1 9 7 1 . Dip. 

F.A. Hons . Var ious exhib i t ions, g r o u p a n d one m a n shows . 
Says: " M y work has a lways rel ied on peop le as its main 

inspi rat ion. 
The fo rm this has taken has evo lved du r ing the t ime I have 
been pa in t ing. I have used peop le to give spat ia l fee l ing, to 
represent abst rac t feel ings or states of m ind , a n d genera l ly t o 
c o m m e n t on people and life as I see t h e m . " 

Exhib i t ion preview, Wednesday , D ec embe r 3, 5 p m . All 
W e l c o m e . 

Seasonal Fare 
The Director a n d staff jo in in w ish ing all m e m b e r s of the 

CSA a cheer fu l Chr is tmas and all g o o d luck in the New Year. 
We want to thank all those Counc i l m e m b e r s and f r iends w h o 
have so wi l l ingly he lped us in the pack ing of mai l , look ing 
after and a r rang ing exh ib i t ions , ass is ted in s tag ing t h e m , 
look ing after our hire serv ice, keep ing our f i nances on the 
straight a n d nar row - in short do ing so m u c h to keep the 
wheels of act iv i ty and progress tu rn ing . 

Other Centres . . . 
T o d d C o n s e r v a t i o n W e e k A r t A w a r d L a s t d a y f o r e n t r y 

f o r m s , D e c e m b e r 5. 

CSA Gallery hours 
M O N D A Y — T H U R S D A Y 10 a . m . - 4 . 3 0 p .m . 

F R I D A Y 1 0 a . m . - 8 p .m . 
S A T U R D A Y - S U N D A Y 2 p . m . - 4 . 3 0 p.m 
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Annella MacDougall 
New Director of the Canterbury Society of Arts 

The Soc ie ty ' s new Director , Miss Anne l la MacDouga l l , has 
a lways had a s t rong interest in the visual arts. It was this 
interest w h i c h led her to app ly for a secretar ia l pos i t ion at the 
R o b e r t M c D o u g a l l A r t Ga l l e r y s o m e y e a r s a g o a n d he r 
exper ience there fur ther s t reng thened her desi re to make a 
career in art admin is t ra t ion . 

At the McDouga l l , she car r ied out a w ide range of tasks and 
g a i n e d v a l u a b l e e x p e r i e n c e in h a n d l i n g the d a y to d a y 
p rob lems that o c c u r beh ind the exh ib i t ion rooms of a m o d e r n 
art gal lery. 

T o ga in fur ther exper ience , she left New Zea land in Apr i l , 
1 9 7 4 , to take a posi t ion at the Reali tes Gal lery in Toorak , 
Me lbou rne . This p rominen t Aust ra l ian dealer gal lery is run by 
Mar ianne Bail l ieu and presents the work of leading Aust ra l ian 
art ists as wel l as some impor tant Eu ropean exh ib i t ions. 

Anne l l a MacDouga l l f o u n d the commerc i a l cu t and thrust 
of a h i gh -powered dealer gal lery a total ly new exper ience . 
She en joyed the cha l lenge of dea l ing wi th new prob lems a n d 
personal i t ies. 

Not on ly we re there the ga l lery 's c l ients to be looked after a n d 
negot ia t ions wi th p rominen t art ists to be deal t w i th , but there 
w a s a lso a ma jor exhib i t ion of 15th and 16th cen tu ry Italian 
d raw ings f rom So theby ' s of L o n d o n to be eased t h rough the 

complex i t ies of cus toms , insurance a n d t ranspor ta t ion . 

Before leaving Ch r i s t chu rch Miss MacDouga l l had deter 
m ined to ga in as great a var iety of art expe r ience as she cou ld 
du r ing her t ime away and so, after four m o n t h s in Me lbourne , 
she res igned her posi t ion at Real i tes and t ravel led to Eng land 
w h e r e she immediate ly th rew herself into a busy schedu le of 
ga l le ry vis i ts. She w a s a lso l ook ing for a n admin i s t ra t i on 
posi t ion in the f iercely compet i t i ve L o n d o n art w o r l d . 

She was assisted in f ind ing her w a y t h r o u g h the mass of 
gal ler ies opera t ing in L o n d o n by J o n a t h a n Mave, a g radua te 
of the Can te rbu ry Universi ty Schoo l of Fine Ar ts w h o w a s 
ca r ry ing out pos t -g raduate s tudy at the Cau tau ld Inst i tute a n d 
w h o was we l l -acqua in ted wi th the L o n d o n 
art s cene . Miss M a c D o u g a l l r epo r t s tha t J o n a t h a n M a v e 
re turns to C h r i s t c h u r c h th is year t o take a pos i t ion as a 
lecturer in Art History at the Universi ty. 

Despi te the di f f icul ty of f ind ing gal lery w o r k in L o n d o n , 
Anne l la MacDouga l l was of fered e m p l o y m e n t at the Se rpen 
t ine Gal lery a n d w a s straight away in the th ick of assist ing 
wi th the organ isat ion of the Serpen t ine 's V ideo Show - an 
exh ib i t ion in w h i c h y o u n g art ists f r o m France , Italy, Ge rmany , 
A m e r i c a a n d Grea t Br i ta in w e r e inv i ted to s u b m i t w o r k s 
execu ted on v ideo casset tes for p lay ing t h r o u g h televis ion 
sets a r ranged t h roughou t the gal lery. 

The avan te -garde Video Show a n d the Barba ra Hepwor th 
re t rospect ive at the Tate Gal lery were the t w o most m e m o r a 
ble exh ib i t ions she encoun te red du r i ng her per iod in L o n d o n . 

Earlier this year Miss MacDouga l l c o n t i n u e d her s tudy tou r 
in Italy w h e r e she enro l led for the His tory of Art Cou rse at the 
Br i t ish Institute in F lorence. 

It w a s du r ing this per iod that her present appo in tmen t w a s 
made and on the comp le t i on of her cou rse , she re turned to 
Ch r i s t chu rch to take up her dut ies . 

Her exper ience of the visual ar ts in Aust ra l ia , Great Br i ta in 
a n d the c o n t i n e n t has g i ven her an a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e 
t r emendous diversi ty of act iv i ty that is typ ica l of art today . She 
hopes she will be able to e n c o u r a g e art ists to be ven tu resome 
in cha l leng ing the t radi t ional mo t ions of art . 

She feels that it is impor tan t to s h o w the best of every 
va r i e t y of art f r o m the a v a n t e - g a r d e to the t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
representat iona l so that Soc ie ty m e m b e r s a n d the publ ic c a n 
be exposed to the full s p e c t r u m of art ist ic act iv i ty. 

Anne l la MacDouga l l is a lso aware of the impor tance of 
craf ts and bel ieves that many t rad i t ional craf ts are deve lop ing 
into fo rms far beyond those impl ied in the w o r d " c r a f t " . 

The new Director in tends act ively to seek out a n d e n c o u r 
age y o u n g , ta lented peop le a n d to use her abi l i t ies to ca r ry 
out the first a im of the Soc ie ty ' s cons t i tu t ion : " T o e n c o u r a g e 
the c rea t ion and apprec ia t ion of the visual ar ts in 
C a n t e r b u r y " . 
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Pottery Notes 
Chr i s t chu rch has again been lucky , hav ing ano ther spate 

ot exhib i t ions. Genn ie de Lange deserves the h ighest praise 
for her show ing of deco ra ted ti les dep ic t i ng scenes of o ld 
houses wi th beaut i fu l t rees and skies and other wonder fu l l y 
imaginat ive sub jec ts . David Turner has a most in terest ing a n d 
di f ferent use for c lay, his h a n d m a d e cand les t i cks runn ing 
wi th wax and porce la in fantasies a n d intr icate f igures were 
fasc ina t ing to see and made me w o n d e r at the n imb leness of 
his f ingers . 

It w a s d isappo in t ing w h e n the exh ib i t ion of supe rb little East 
As ian pots at the McDouga l l Gal lery eventual ly had to be 
taken d o w n , but as the McDouga l l has its o w n co l lec t ion and 
I hear there may be more new ones arr iv ing in the fu tu re , we 
hope we will be able to ca t ch up o n t hem aga in somet ime. 
The Stud io at 393 Montrea l Street has had a s h o w i n g of pots 
together wi th some rather lovely Bat ik wal l hang ings by Bryan 
Shore a n d Studio 393 is p leased Mirek a n d Jane Smisek have 
a c c e p t e d their invi tat ion to send pots to a Chr i s tmas exh ib i 
t ion and sale to be held on the last w e e k - e n d of N ov embe r 
a n d the fo l l ow ing week. A n u m b e r of no ted C h r i s t c h u r c h 
pot ters will be inc luded in this. 

It seemed like a minature exh ib i t ion at the Ar ts Cen t re w h e n 
3 8 hopefu l pot ters sent six pots or sets each to be se lec ted to 
a s tandard h igh e n o u g h to a l low t h e m to b e c o m e m e m b e r s of 
the New Zea land Society Potters. As it w a s a very v igo rous 

S E V E R A L A R T S 
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Superbly 

Burberrys 
O F L O N D O N 

The coat with the 
International Look \jSj 

f m a d e u n d e r L icense In N.Z. by S k e l l e r u p VsgP 

# airnew ZEatano 

~^&^> 
ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE "GO GROUP" WITH JUB HEWEA1ANB 

YOUR GROUP SHOULD SEE ABOUT AVAILABLE REBATES NOW 
MAKE A TRIP WITH AIB HEW SAIAJHO THE HIGHLIGHT 

OF THIS YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT OR AIR NEW ZEALAND. 

705 COLOMBO STREET. PHONE 67-809. 

For all t ravel - anywhere 
hTlANTIC&pACIFIC 

ft TRAVEL/INTERNATIONAL 
131 Cashel St. (Opp. Beaths) Ph 68 117 

O P E N F R I D A Y N I G H T S 
' T R A V E L - O U R ONLY BUSINESS" 

L I Q U I T E X 
NEW STOCKS NOW AVAILABLE 

AT 
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C a s h m e r e G a l l e r y 
12 Colombo Street 

at the foot of the hills 
for 

Pottery b y N.Z. Exhibit ion Potters 
Paintings, Jewel lery, Handcrafts , Lamps 
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select ing only seven of these pot ters passed the test, these 
seven now be ing members of the N.Z.S.P. Congra tu la t ions to 
Adr ienne Lamb, the new m e m b e r f r om Can te rbu ry . 

A small number of Ch r i s t chu rch pot ters w h o fo l low the 
Natura l Exhib i t ions this year wen t to Hast ings. The exh ib i t ion 
o p e n e d on Saturday night Oc tobe r 25 th and a full p r o g r a m m e 
w a s a r r a n g e d for the rest of the w e e k - e n d . A lan Ca iger -
Smi th , w h o was guest potter for the w e e k - e n d , has made a 
c o n c e n t r a t e d t o u r of N e w Z e a l a n d , g i v i n g s c h o o l s a n d 
lectures in each cen t re , a n d d o n e his best to b roaden our 
know ledge in a f ield wh ich has rece ived little a t ten t ion in New 
Zea land in the past, and to deve lop a w ide range of d e c o r a 
tive a p p r o a c h e s to ea r thenware , s toneware , a n d porce la in . 

The Can te rbu ry Potters break up this year on November 
28 th at 8 p m in the supper r o o m at the Ar ts Cen t re (O ld 
Universi ty Bui ld ing) . It is to be a w ine and cheese even ing , 
t h rough wh i ch we will hold an auc t i on of the pots Har ry Davis 
made whi le he was in Ch r i s t chu rch tak ing a schoo l to raise 
m o n e y for his pro ject in Peru . The m o n e y f r o m his pots goes 
t o w a r d s this pro ject . Also our o w n pot ters are dona t i ng pots 
or b r ing ing p roduce to sell in aid of our o w n pot tery r ooms in 
the Ar ts Cent re wh i ch we hope to have in the near fu tu re . 
Everyone is we l come . 

D E N I S E W E L S F O R D 
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Guenter Taemmler 

Contemporary 
Jewellery 

GOLDSMITH 

186a Papanui Road C h r i s t c h u r c h 
Telephone 557-6 51 

JEWELLERY POTTERY WOODWARE 

Tasman Gallery Ltd 
72 G L O U C E S T E R STREET 

(only 2 doors from CSA Gallery) 

# Individual, Artistic picture-framing 

# Dedicated, Expert Art-restoring 

# Large Collection of framed and unframed 
prints 

# Valuation of paintings etc. 

# Repair, regllding old frames 

TASMAN GALLERY 
I. J e r p h a n i o n , D i r e c t o r 

THE 
BOOK 
SHOP 
for books on 
art, films, 
photography, 
craft etc. also art prints 
and posters - plus records. 
the book shop is on the corner 
of Worcester and montreal sts. 



RUSTY LAIDLAW RESIGNS 

Rusty Laidlaw, who has resigned as Secre

tary-Manager of the CSA left the post on his 

eightieth birthday. " I was born in the same 

year as the CSA Gallery (Durham Street) was 

f in ished." 

He has spent most of his life in the country. 

" I was brought up in the count ry where I 

listened to the jingle and squeak of harness." 

He learned to appreciate the good looks of a 

horse and the play of light on hills. Much later 

he was to become involved in the administra

t ion of art, but traces his feeling back to the 

times in the country when he felt the sculp

tured forms of rock and developed a feeling 

for colour and form. 

Several times, while mustering, he has seen 

the "spectre of the Brocken" which occurs 

when one is above a thick blanket of fog and 

one's shadow being cast over the fog is out

lined by a rainbow-coloured halo. 

The first time he saw the spectre he had not 

read about it and was considerably startled. 

He later found references to its occurr ing in 

Swiss mountains. The references said that it 

did not occur below 5000ft. Rusty disputes 

this and has seen it as low as 1200 feet. He 

believes it has more to do with the condit ions 

of sun and fog or c loud than height. 

Rusty says that he tried hard to get exper

ience of the "spectre of the B rocken " into 

pigment, "bu t there was nothing ethereal or 

ghost-l ike about my effort - in fact it never got farms of his own near Lakes Te Anau and 

off the g round . " Manapouri , and then near Kaikoura. 

Rusty lived mainly in three country areas: he But he started out not as a farmer but as a 

was brought up in Central Otago and had medical student. The first World War put an 



end to that. He left the Otago Medical school 

with 30 other students and joined the Medical 

Corps and served in the Gallipoli campaign. 

He was invalided out and rejoined the artillery. 

He'd seen enough of blood and guts when the 

war was over and took up farming instead of 

medicine. 

In the Second World War he served in the 

6th Independent Moun ted Rifle Squadron 

(Marlborough area) and then in Tonga with 

the 6th Canterbury Infantry Regiment. 

Apart f rom the feeling he developed for the 

country, Rusty got into the way of drawing 

stick figures to explain what was happening 

around the farm. He sent these instead of 

writing to the chi ldren. 

One day when he came down off the hill his 

wi fe, Joyce , presented him with a box of 

water-colour paints and told him that he had 

better go to join an Adult Educat ion class 

being conducted by Yvonne Rust. 

He remembers the day. The sky was grey, 

there were grey hills, and the sea was grey. He 

found a lot of colours in the water-colour box, 

but no grey. "So I got off to a bad start ." 

But he became keen on paint ing. He at

tended more classes and acquired better 

paints. 

On one painting trip he was at Lake Ohau. 

There were two tutors, and Rusty was on the 

border of the territory of each. Both called to 

inspect his work, which was a bush scene with 

a hut. 
One tutor said: "The hut is too b ig . " 

The other tutor said: "The hut is too smal l . " 

He began to attend the School of Fine Art, 

part-time and was taught by Rudi Gopaz, Bill 

Sutton, and Jack Knight." 

About the same time he began to help about 

the gallery in Durham Street when Barbara 

Brooke was secretary, and when Barbara left 

he was appointed secretary. That was in 1966. 

He remembers particularly a piece of advice 

f rom Andre Brooke who congratulated him 

when he was accepted as a working member 

of the CSA: "Don ' t think this means you can 

paint." 

Of his time as Secretary/Manager, Rusty 

writes: 

"The people I've worked with - fantastically 

helpful and pleasant people - have always 

been willing to give a hand in the running of 

the gallery which very often requires extra 

help, for the actual staff is fairly minimal - it 

has to be. That brings me to the thought of our 

mortgage - anathema to me after experience 

of the '30s - and work of the fairs in helping to 

reduce out indebtedness inc lud ing Helen 

Oakley selling f rom her " M o d " stall one of her 

helper's best coats. 

The Treasurers of my time I think of with real 

gratitude and affection - Malcolm Ott who has 

seen me t h r o u g h most of my t r ia ls a n d 

t r i bu la t ions and w i thou t w h o s e k ind and 

soothing words I might have been inclined to 

give the job away - and yet, I don ' t think so, 

for if ever there was some "p ro bono publ ico" 

organisation worth working for, this is it. 

I feel the CSA is pursu ing its r ight and 

proper policy in encouraging debutants (or 

whatever the masculine for debutante is) to 

have exhibitions and in showing also the work 

of established artists and in providing a plat

form for young musicians and in holding chi l

dren's art classes. 

" In its operation the gallery has been c o m 

plementary to the Robert McDouga l l , per

forming a di f ferent func t ion , and h i ther to , 

there has been no clash of interest. However it 

now appears that the City gallery has moved 

into sell ing exhibi t ions, wh ich I personal ly 

think is more correctly the province of the CSA 

ga l l e ry , the B r o o k e - G i f f o r d Ga l l e r y , and 

others, and some confl ict of interest may arise 

here. One wonders if the suggested exten

sions are for the purpose of further moving 

into this field. 

" I have thorough ly en joyed my t ime as 

Secretary-Manager - a job full of interest and 

it has been highly rewarding to see the society 

growing. 

"However, I feel that having been Secre

tary-Manager for over nine years, it was quite 

time that I tendered my resignation to allow the 

appointment of a younger person with fresh 

ideas. 

" I am very pleased that Annella MacDougall 

has been chosen for the position as Director 

and am sure that she will keep the Society on 

the move and will have the support of 

everyone." 
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Doris Lusk-
'No going back' 
by Garry Arthur 

DORIS LUSK has returned from 10 months 
study leave in Europe by no means as sure as 
she was when she left that it is too late for her 
to change. 

The landscape painter, portraitist and potter 
- who teaches at the Canterbury School of Art 
as Mrs Doris Holland - f inds that first
hand experience of the enormous range of 
Br i t ish and Eu ropean pa in t i ng , spann ing 
several centuries, has disturbed her own ar
tistic equil ibrium. 

It is too early for her to say just how the 
experience will influence her own painting, but 
she certainly feels that there is no going back 
now to mere repetition of the style which she 
had developed so successfully with her last 
landscape series. 

She set out with the idea of breaking out of 
the Antipodean cocoon, and she feels sure 
that she has done so. "Al l your life you know 
that these great things have been done , " she 
said. " B o o k s , slides and fi lms give partial 
exposure, but there is no doubt that direct 
contact is very moving. My objective was to 
stand in front of as many great masterpieces 
of the world as I could get close to. I really 
worked at it, always taking notes for later 
reference." 

She made two main excursions from Lon
don , visit ing Aust r ia , Germany, Spain, the 
south of France, Greece and Italy, then Paris 
and Amsterdam. Such a concentrated study 
she found was like using a magnifying glass -
everything became bigger and clearer. 

One of her primary interests was to dis
cover, observe and study the drawings of the 
great masters. "Their drawings are like their 
handwri t ing," she said, " a personal notation 

of their work . " She sought them out in all the 
main centres of Europe. 

Analysis of the effects of the study tour was 
proving tricky. " I t 's something I'm bothered 
with at the moment , " she said. " I 've returned 
from a pretty soul-shaking experience and I've 
got to catch my breath. It would not be true to 
say that I know now what I have got to do -
there will have to be a short period of 
reassessment. 

" I don' t like to think that I will go back to 
what I have done before. This has been a 
dramatic break in my life, but I'm not alarmed 
by it. It's a blessing." 

Doris Lusk is aware that she has become a 
very success fu l pa inter . She has a g o o d 
reputation, she is capable of producing good 
work, and it sells readily. "But I have felt in the 
last year or two that this smooth image needs 
to be fractured - and this is what has hap
pened. Before I left I had just completed what 
was probably the best series I've ever done. It 
was the crest of a wave - the best work of my 
life was done in the two years before I left." 

Now she is "cog i ta t ing" about using the 
best of those ideas as a "k ick-of f " into future 
work. 

" I have no intention of consciously becom
ing violently abstract," she said. "That would 
be stupid. I don' t see myself ever becoming an 
abstract painter. It is not in me. But I might 
move away from what I've been doing. I would 
like to feel that I was not going to do the same 
as before - not keep repeating what I have 
done. I won' t start painting again until I am 
confident of making a forward move. " 

Her last series was done in a format rather 
larger than her customary landscapes. Paint
ing on canvas, she evolved some interesting 
techniques which she felt were successful . 
Most of the series has been sold. 

Now she wants to build on that technique, 
perhaps starting new experiments based on it. 



Piano Recitals 
A young Wellington pianist, Hugh McMillan, will 

present a series of 4 lunch-hour piano recitals at 
the CSA Gallery, Gloucester Street on the four 
Tuesdays of November. Hugh, (23) who learnt 
from Ernest Empson, has been playing extensively 
throughout the country this year, and has played 
with regional orchestras in Christchurch and in 
Dunedin, and recently completed a short tour with 
the Well ington Regional Orchestra. He has 
recorded various works for Radio New Zealand, 
including Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 2, 
with the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. 
Hugh, now studying with Barry Margan, hopes to 
travel overseas in the near future to further his 
studies. 

The composers represented in the series in
clude Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy, Mozart and 
Ravel and the last two concerts feature works.by 
New Zealand composers. John Rimmer's Com
position VI for Piano and Electronic Tape will be 
played on November 18, and Douglas Lilburn's 9 
Short Pieces in the last concert. 

There will be two concerts each day: 
12.10-12.50 and 1.10-1.50. 

CSA Gallery, Gloucester St, 
November 4, 11, 18, & 25. 

Admission: $1.00 
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But there will be no complete break. "A t my 
age , " she said, " you can' t abandon your past. 
In another year I could probably say with more 
honesty and conf idence that the trip did this or 
that to my work. I can only surmise hopefully 
now. " 

Doris Lusk is still very interested in port
raiture, of which she has done quite a lot over 
the years. She has a feeling that portraiture 
could be an open field in which she might 
e s c a p e the t r a p s of f o r c i n g on w i th 
landscapes. "Landscape is sky and land , " 
she said, " w h a t can you do with it? New 
feeling about landscape is a tough thing to 
f i nd " . 

The immense body of portraiture to be seen 
in Europe, f rom all periods of history and in 
every style, impressed her as much as any
thing she saw on her study leave. "I t made me 
realise," she said, " that portraiture makes up 

a sort of history and psychology of Europe. It 
all adds up to a great deal more than the sum 
of the faces drawn and painted." 

But in New Zealand, portraiture had always 
taken a back place to landscape and abstract 
art. " I t 's a field that has been of lesser interest 
to New Zealand artists, as a general isat ion," 
she said. "One is not accustomed to seeing 
such tremendous accomplishment in that field 
here. It is an area where we could feel that we 
are beh ind. " 

A l though she could never give up lands
cape painting she feels that "one might be 
ab le to f ly m o r e " in p o r t r a i t u r e in New 
Zealand, where landscape paint ing has a l 
ways been so powerful. 

As an art teacher, she made time to visit 
many art schools in England, and found them 
considerably larger than ours, both in physical 
size and in numbers of students. They were 

also extremely well equipped, especially for 
photography and print-making. 

" T h e s tuden ts have all the up - to -da te 
equipment they could possibly n e e d , " she 
said, "and their work blossoms accordingly" . 
There was no evidence that teaching methods 
were any di f ferent f rom those used here; 
neither was the quality of the work measurably 
better. 

She was interested to note that the live 
model was not considered an outmoded aid to 
teach ing in England. All schools were still 
using the model as a vehicle for painting and 
drawing. 

Pa in t i ng in the art s c h o o l s she f o u n d 
pred ic tab le and run -o f - the -m i l l , but pr in t -
making in all its facets was c lear ly in the 
ascendency. Every school had a very lively 
print-making area, which was evidence of the 
world-wide f lowering of that art. 



Gifford Gallery 
112 Manchester Street, Christchurch 
(Upstairs, East side Manchester St. 
between Lichfield and Tuam Streets.) 

Hours: 11 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.Weekdays 
11 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. Fridays 
Or by appointment. 

For fine contemporary N.Z. Painting, 
Prints and Sculpture. 
Dealers in Fine Art. 


