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GALLERY CALENDAR 
(Subject to adjustment) 

Oct. Nov. 13 Technical Institute 
Oct. Nov. 15 Gavin & Vivian Bishop 
Nov. 2 Nov. 15 Morgan Jones 
Oct. Nov 15 Valerie Heinz 
Nov. 1 7 - 3 0 Michael Ebel 

30 Barry Sharplin 
Dec 5 CSA Open Exhbition 
Jan. 8 CSA Summer Exhibition 
31 Children's Art Class 

Photography as Fine Art (United States 
Information Service). 
Helen Rockel 
McNeill 
Australian Prints 
Star School 
M. Mesaros 

March Arts Festival 
April CSA Annual Autumn Exhibition 

Nov. 17 
Nov. 23 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 17 
Jan. 

Feb. 

Exhibit ions are moun ted wi th the assistance of Q.E. II 
Arts Counci l th rough the agency of the Assoc. of N.Z. 
Art Societ ies. 

New members 

The Soc ie ty we lcomes the fo l lowing members: 
M r & M r s T . M. Dav'ies 
M r & M r s H . V. Douglas 
Mr Lindsay Taylor 
Mrs Pamela Spencer 
Ms Robyn Stewart 
Miss A. C. Storr 
Mr Trevor Rogers 
Mrs Ve l taCe lmins 
M r C . I. McNe i l l 
Mrs I. D. Davenpor t 
Mrs B. R. Campbel l 
Mrs Noel ine Bul l 
Mr Robert J. Ewen 
M r & Mrs J. Turner 
Mrs Nora Hepburn 
Miss Jayne Ell is 
Miss Jane Minor 
MrsR. N.Wi lson 
Mrs J. & Mrs T. Bux ton 
Mrs B. R. Thompson 
Mrs K. A. Romer i l 
M r s R . W . Stalker 
Ms Barbara Bend ien 
Mr & Mrs L. W. Cessford 
Mrs Judi th M. Lawry 
Mrs I. L .Bur ton 

Happenings 
in the Gallery 

September has certa in ly been our big month for the 
year. The Group Show and the Benson & Hedges 
brought a steady stream of spectators and the tour de 
force' of the latter, A lv in Pankhurst's Maybe Tomorrow 
drew gasps and exclamat ions constantly. Spr ing has 
come to the gal lery in the form of a sunbl ind for the large 
window by the front entrance. This decorat ive f lavour 
has been on the agenda for some years but due to lack 
of imaginat ion the idea was shelved. Mrs Stewart Mair 
has hurr ied a long the project wi th an offer to donate a 
bl ind so we hope the installation wil l co inc ide wi th the 
arrival of the hot weather. 

Speaking of co lour . . . paintings f rom Austral ia 
brought an exh ib i t ion wi th a di f ference. Reinis Zusters 
provided the added touch to this exhib i t ion wi th his 
presence and aroused interest with demonstrat ion 
responses to any quer ies by onlookers. A co lour fu l 
display of weav ing featured in the lower gal lery in 
October wi th one of the exhibi tors always on hand for 
discussion on the intr icacies of the weaving industry. I 
bel ieve the exh ib i t ion was most rewarding. 

We were sorry that the October house visi t ing had to 
be cancel led, this was due to a number of reasons but it 
is to be hoped that the March visi t ing wil l run more 
smoothly. 

We have some new arrivals in the Sel l ing Gal lery 
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Other centres 
which inc lude a T ibet ian Rug for someone who is partial 
to the colour combinat ion of dark blue and lemon, an 
early paint ing by Viv ian Lynn and other work by Olgar 
Cox, Pene Evison, Doris Hunt, Ron Jorgenson, Li ly 
Lewis, A lan Pearson, Don Peebles and others. 

Recent works purchased by the CSA are The Bar by 
Angela Meeson , Image series by John Papas, Driver 15 
by Ian Hutson and Townscape with figures by John 
Coley. 

Our lunch t ime recitals which have been held month ly 
through the year thanks to the efforts of Marjor ie Steel 
have been very successful . We hope these concerts wi l l 
be a permanent ar rangement and as they fall on a 
Wednesday they are always asvert ised in The Press on 
Tuesday's Ar ts page. 

For Batik fans we are to have a visit f rom an Indonesian 
gent leman Mr Bambang Oetoro in late January of 
February. He has captured audiences throughout the 
Nor th Island wi th his demonstrat ions of the batik craft so 
we are de l igh ted that he wil l be with us. The 
demonstrat ion wi l l take place in the lower gal lery over a 
period of a few days. 

This being the last News before Christmas, a reminder 
that our Gree t ing Cards wil l be on sale f rom this of f ice. 

JOANNA MOWAT 

N.Z. Academy Spr ing Exhib i t ion. Entr ies by November 
12th. 

CSA Gallery hours 

M O N D A Y — T H U R S D A Y 10 a.m.—4 .30 p.m. 
FRIDAY 10 a.m.—4 .30 p.m., 6.30 p.m.—8.30 p.m. 

S A T U R D A Y — S U N D A Y 2 p.m.—4 .30 p.m. 
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The exhibitions 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
CHRISTCHURCH TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTE 1974 
OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 13 

The exh ib i t ion shows the work of fu l l - t ime students in 
the 2-year Graphic Design course. As the name of the 
course suggests, much of the work is des igned wi th the 
intent ion of mul t ip le graphic reproduct ion in mind. 
Varied aspects of work are to be shown inc lud ing 
drawing interpretat ive and object ive, pr in t -making, 
photography, book i l lustrat ion, advert is ing art and 
three-d imensional des ign. Students comple t ing the 
course proceed to a var iety of occupat ions. Many past 
students are apply ing thei r art t raining in the industr ial 
sphere whi lst o thers have begun to establ ish 
themselves in the f ine arts. 

MORGAN JONES 
NOVEMBER 2 - 15 

Born 1934, Eng land. Exhibi t ions 1966, one man show 
Dunedin; 1967, New Vision Gal lery, Auck land , 
exhib i ted un ique chess sets. Represented Dunedin 
Public Ar t Gal lery, Schools and Churches and pr ivate 
col lect ions. Teach ing at present. 

MICHAEL EBEL-
PAINTING NOVEMBER 17 - 30 

Born N e w Zea land, 1947. 
Exhib i t ions: One Man CSA 1972; paint ings inc luded in 

numerous Soc ie ty Exhib i t ions, large group, Academy 
and compet i ton exhib i t ions in England, Austral ia and 
New Zealand over the last 8 years; exh ib i t ion Austra l ia 
1970; winner Royal Overseas League Ar t Compet i t ion 
1973. 

Spent the last 18 months overseas exh ib i t ing th rough 
the 23 aff i l iated societ ies of Fed. of Br i t ish Art is ts and 
the Academy exhib i t ions in England. 

Represented McDougal l Ar t Gal lery, Chr is tchurch 
Public Library, B i rm ingham Academy of Fine Ar ts , 
S ingapore H igh Commiss ion, London. Private 
col lect ions England, Austral ia, New Zealand. 

Says: "The last 18 months overseas vis i t ing the 
gal ler ies in England, France and Spain has g iven me the 
oppor tun i ty of s tudying at first hand art that has 
previously been reproduct ions small in both size and 
quantity. Of the painters that I admire Dal i , Bacon and 
Hockney have the most pro ject ion. 

BARRY SHARPLIN-
PAINTING NOVEMBER 1 7 - 3 0 

Born Hast ings, 1952. 
Canterbury F ine Ar t Schoo l 3 years. 
Two paint ing shows in Hast ings, 1971 and 1972. 

Two-man show CSA 1972. Full t ime painter. Says: " A n 
explorat ion into and a pro ject ion of depth and archetypal 
processes wi th in the veh ic le of form. Ar is ing ou t of an 
intuit ive psycho logy and inseparable o rde red 
inf luences. A means and end to famil iari ty. A therapy, a 
release of energy. Aspir i tual deve lopment recognis ing 
fresh channels to exper ience and understanding. A n 
expressed in t rospect ion. 
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Art may resist 
inflation's bite but . . . 

By RICHARD TELLER HIRSCH 

Accountants and f inancial advisers in Auck land have, 
of late, been suggest ing to their cl ients that investments 
in art are demonst ra ted hedges against the inroads of 
inflation. Dramat ic statistics, drawn f rom the art market, 
can support such views, impressively. 

If there were not some pitfalls in looking at art objects 
as better investments than land or futur ist ic e lect ronics, 
i twou ld be just too easy. 

Depend ing on one's income, everybody could 
emulate the Japanese businessman who recent ly cal led 
up a Tokyo depar tment store to order $10,000 of 
paint ing." 

For one th ing, we should remember that for decades 
the French have been saying "Corot painted 3000 
paintings, of wh ich 20,000 are in Amer ica . " 

COMMODITY 
Fakes and forger ies are plent i ful — but only in the 

fashionable, h igh pr iced categories. No gif ted forger 
wastes t ime imitat ing an obscure artist. Picassos are 
forged. Eugene Carr iere (a great but ignored painter) is 
not. 

Another point to remember is that, when art is looked 
at as a commod i t y wi ld fads can sway judgment to 
dangerous ext remes. Speculat ion always creates such 
aberrat ions. 

The sane and stol id money-men of 17th-century 

Hol land bid on the bulbs of the so cal led black Tu l i p " 
sums that wou ld have built f ine merchant ships. When 
the fever passed, tu l ip bulbs were merely what they had 
always been tu l ip bulbs. 

RISING VALUES 
In 1887. a bri l l iant battle scene by Meissonier was 

bought for $66,000 gold dol lars and g iven to the 
Metropol i tan Museum of Art, in New York. Ten years 
ago it was appraised at $500. Now the market says it is 
worth around $30,000 in devalued paper cur rency 
about one- twent ie th of its or iginal pr ice. 

It is also t rue that, in 10 or 20 years, all manner of art 
works, ant ique and contemporary, have mul t ip l ied in 
market value f rom 10 to 100 t imes 

The National Gal lery in Canberra recent ly paid more 
than $2 mi l l ion for a paint ing by Jackson Pollock that the 
artist had sold less than 25 years ago for only a bit 
more than one- thousandth of that amount. 

SPORTS CARS 
It must be po in ted out that, in the meant ime, the 

painter drove his car up a te legraph pole and ceased 
producing as a result. 

Had Pollack not had a weakness for sports cars, what 
would the paint ing in Canberra. "Blue Poles," be wor th? 

The imponderables of taste, c i rcumstance and. 
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sometimes, puffery dominate the market. Protect ion as 
always, lies in knowledge and educated judgment . 

Fortunately, gaining knowledge in the art f ield is 
rewarding in itself. Visit ing gal ler ies, publ ic or 
commerc ia l , a t tending art auct ions (with cr i t ical 
facult ies alert), reading such enl ivening books as 
Malraux s "Voices of S i lence" or the "Metamorphoses of 
the Gods" (even as badly translated), are enr ich ing 
exper iences. 

FUN OF CHASE 
At the same t ime, a modest art co l lect ion can be 

started safely. S ince this wil l be merely, as an 
investment, a low-yie ld venture, it should be 
accumulated for pleasure and fun. 

The fun is in the chase, the pursuit of works of art to 
live with. The pleasure is in the very fact of l iv ing wi th 
them. 

Such investments are not speculat ion. L iv ing wi th the 
finds is the reward. 

The fact that, if the choices have been good, modest 
purchases wi l l have retained their steady market value 
- cancel l ing out inf lat ion is the bonus of sound and 

"safe" choices. 
These are, on the local scene, artists who have been 

dead a decade or more. Their work has benef i ted f rom 
the cool assessment of t ime. 

Tasman Gallery Ltd 
72 GLOUCESTER STREET 

(only 2 doors from CSA Gallery) 

# Individual, Artistic picture-framing 

# Dedicated, Expert Art-restoring 

# Large Collection of framed and unframed 
prints 

# Valuation of paintings etc. 

# Repair, regilding old frames 

T A S N A N G A L L E R Y 
I. Jerphanion, Director 

ONE OF EACH 
In terms of "safety", much more d iscernment is 

needed when it comes to buying the work of 
contempor ies. They need to sel l , and many of them 
deserve to. 

However, except for or iginal prints and some bronzes, 
works of art are unique. Only one of each exists. 

Being products of hand, heart and mind, variat ions of 
quality are inevi table. Everyone has bad days. 

Hence, when buy ing a contemporary work by a 
so-called establ ished artist, it is essential to know as 
many as possible of his past efforts. With in this context , 
select ion can be informed and response to qual i ty 
qu ickened. 

POSSIBLE FAME 
The main hazard, here, lies in possible vulnerabi l i ty to 

puffery. Not too long ago some al leged insiders, in 
Auckland, felt sure that the work of a certain artist in our 
midst was sure to mul t ip ly in dol lar value because of a 
certain event be ing p lanned. 

The event took place. It backf i red. Col lectors who 
had not bought out of personal convict ion t r ied to 
unload. The pr ices of this artist, instead of r is ing, fel l 50 
percent . 

But what of the younger artist, needing 
encouragement? Some day he may be famous. Or not. 

This is the most st imulat ing chal lenge to the 
col lector- investor. His accountant cannot advise h im 
here. On ly his "eye" , intui t ion, knowledge, d iscernment 
and a ta lented " f ee l " can serve as guides; 
imponderables, every one. 

The wise buyer of contemporary unknowns must 
enjoy exper iment and adventure. His sel f -conf idence 
must be backed up w i th patience. The talent in wh ich he 
bel ieved, at one t ime, may not, in the long run, become 
mature and recognised. 

This exper ience, or fears of it, must not make the 
investor t imid. Like others, the f ledging col lector learns 
f rom his mistakes. Fortunately, even his mistakes, in 
market terms, pay off by the pleasure that what he has 
bought wi l l g ive his eyes over the years. 

NO GUILT 
A col lector who buys cheaply f rom an artist whose 

work later appreciates should not feel gui l ty. He was a 
courageous buyer when the artist was unfashionably 
obscure. 

When, 10 or 15 years later, the artist is successful ly 
sel l ing at 10 t imes his earl ier f igures, he should not 
begrudge those who encouraged him on his way, even 
when cri t ics tel l h im he should. 

With exper ience — and very substantial means — the 
hedge against inf lat ion prov ided by the purchase of 

major art works can be impressive. Granted the means, 
the operat ive word here is exper ience. 

JOY IN TROPHY 
Art advisers, receiv ing a commission f rom the 

purchasers for whom the act. can provide advice, 
forecast factors affect ing prices both in the art market 
at large and at great or major auctions. They can be 
excel lent guides for the serious beginner. 

But the co l l ec to rs pr ide in the hunt and joy in the 
trophy wil l make him reluctant to seek such guidance. 
Alone, he wil l make mistakes. At auctions, his own 
emot ions or a mistaken belief that some other bidder is. 
too canny to bid beyond the t rue value of a g iven piece 
may be costly errors. But that israre. 

The drama that takes place in the great auct ion 
houses of the wor ld is a thr i l l ing one to the select 
participants. The next day s papers may be full of dol lar 
signs, but that is but the residue. 

SHORT THRILL 
What the actors in the drama remember is someth ing 

else — the e lect r i fy ing presence, on the stage, of some 
great acknowledged masterpiece of genius, a c rowd 
responding to this magnet ism, enl ivened by rivalry and 
desire, pursuing a heady dream. 

It is in this way that the market is establ ished and 
values are made to soar. And as ever greater numbers 
seek this short thr i l l and the l i fet ime pleasure of 
companionship wi th beauty, promised after the last 
successful b id, it is no wonder that the sky alone can be 
the limit. 

There are not enough great works to go around: 
Rembrandt, contempla t ing Plato, contemplat ing the 
bust of Socrates, alas no longer pa in ts— Auckland 
Star. 
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Michael Tramic has returned from Dunedin after a 
six-week per iod and wi l l work on his proper ty at Loburn. 
This is almost f in ished, a l though natural delay and 
shortage of material has held him back. He wil l also 
prepare for an exh ib i t ion in Auck land in December at 
the Barry Lett gal lery wi th Ralph Hotere. 

Michael has been temporary head at the Ceramic 
Department of the Dunedin Polytechnical Col lege and is 
very enthusiast ic about the work done there. With the 
help of the students he has built a small o i l -burn ing ki ln 
and so far for the first t ime the students are able to f inish 
their work complete ly . News f rom Dunedin tel ls him the 
students are f i r ing tw ice weekly and the ki ln is most 
successful , unt i l now they have had electr ic ki lns and a 
large gas k i ln, wh ich I bel ieve is qui te an undertak ing to 
f ire. 

Michael , w i th Fredr ika Ernsten, Margaret Higgs. 
Denise Wel ls ford , Laur ie Ewing f rom Loburn and Rex 
Valent ine f rom Dunsandel are cons ider ing open ing a 
permanent gal lery at thei r studio, 393 Montrea l St, and 
to get some idea of l ikely publ ic support are hold ing a 
pre-Christmas sale of pot tery there on 22 and 23 
November . Everyone is we lcome to at tend. 

The Minist ry of Fore ign Affairs this year, for the first 
t ime, has been al located money th rough cul tural 
exchange programmes and its first project is for a 
cultural d ip lomat ic cum-pot tery study tour of China, 
Korea, and Japan by f ive Auck land potters. 

The group consists of Len Castle, Graeme Storm, 
Margaret Mi lne, Trevor Bayliss and John Fuller. They 
left on Sep tember 17 by way of Hawai i to Japan where 
they spend 27 days, fo l lowed by nine days in Korea and 
on to China by way of Hong Kong for th ree and a half 
weeks. It is hoped that there wi l l be contact throughout , 

•and oppor tun i t ies to work alongside potters at studio 
and craft level , as wel l as invest igat ions of ancient ki ln 
sites and visits to valuable co l lect ions of Or iental 
pottery. 

They took wi th t hem a display of photographs and a 
small number of examples of New Zealand pottery. 
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Galleries and Museums 
in New York 

I am sure that even people who have been l iv ing in the 
city for years stil l keep f inding, in New York, art 
treasures they had not suspected were there. This 
would not be just because it is in New York that the best 
art in Amer ica (in the world?) is current ly being 
produced. But anyone who visits New York and has an 
interest in modern Amer ican art should certain ly take 
t ime to traipse round the various commerc ia l gal ler ies 
— you do not have to be a prospect ive purchaser to go 
in and look at the paint ings which are of ten to be seen in 
these gal ler ies before they can be seen anywhere else. 
When I was vis i t ing New York regularly the commerc ia l 
gal ler ies were all convenient ly c lustered around 57th 
Street or nearby on the upper east side. 

Since then many have moved to S o H o (south of 
Houston, a street nearer the t ip of Manhattan). 
Indispensable for anyone planning to tackle the 
commerc ia l gal ler ies are the latest New Yorker and last 
Sunday's Ar ts and Leisure section of the " N e w York 
Times". I wou ld always have them wi th me I got on the 
bus or train in Boston. When I arr ived in New York four 
hours later I wou ld have the day's campaign worked out. 

The two papers also contain details about the special 
shows current ly at the major museums. S imply l ist ing 
these museums is daunt ing enough — the Metropol i tan 

tower ing over them all, M O M A , as the Museum of 
Modern Ar t is usually known, the Guggenhe im, the 
Whitney. I wou ld not miss the Guggenhe im simply for 
the archi tecture; I wou ld begrudge M O M A its admission 
charge, but sti l l go if only to see the Matisses; I never 
went near the Met ropo l i tan unless I had a speci f ic 
artist's work in mind. Sadly, many who visit New York 
only brief ly usual ly miss the museum I would urge them 
to visit before all o thers — the Frick. Its co l lec t ion is 
small enough that it can be taken in easily in a morn ing 
or an af ternoon and I know of no other museum, of any 
size, whose paint ings are so consistent ly magni f icent . 
There is a str ip of o range in one Vermeer at the Fr ick 
that I shall never forget seeing for the first t ime. 
Another smaller museum where I of ten saw shows of an 
agreeably manageable size is the Morgan Library. A 
foray across the East River once to the Brook lyn 
Museum, wh ich I knew had a f ine Peruvian co l lec t ion I 
was anxious to see, led to the discovery of a f ine 
col lect ion of Amer i can oi ls and watercolours. Because 
of an interest in Chinese art I t r ied not to miss any of the 
shows in the t iny China House Gal lery on East 65th 
Street. 

This is an ent i re ly id iosyncrat ic list. Someone else 
who has spent the same amount of t ime in New York 

would surely put together an ent i re ly di f ferent one, 
ment ioning places I had never heard of. It is this that 
makes New York one of the great ci t ies in the wor ld , 
perhaps the greatest. Al l the e lements are there. By 
picking and choos ing the resident, or f requent visi tor, 
can put together the ci ty of his or her choice, whatever , 
in this connect ion their interests or tastes in art might 
be. To put it more col loquial ly : the apple is big enough 
for everyone to be able to bite off what they want. 
JOHN WILSON 
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Book Reviews 

Like Mucha Photographs, Graham Ovenden 's 
Pre-Raphaelite Photography (Academy Edi t ions $7.35), 
traces the connect ions between drawing, paint ing and 
ttie camera. The photograph shown is of A l i ce Liddel l as 
a beggar g i r l c 1859 and the photographer C. L. 
Dodgson. In 1862 Dodgson, the Liddel l gir l shown and 
her two sisters, and R. Duckwor th , made a tr ip up the 
upper s t retches of the Thames River that resul ted in 
Dodgson ex tempor is ing Alice's Adventures 
Underground, wh i ch was later to deve lop into Alice's 
Adventure in Wonderland for wh ich Dodgson used the 
name Lewis Carro l l . 
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Book Reviews (continued) 2 
Les Grande Baigneuses is part of Cezanne's search 

for geometr ic s impl ic i ty. It is one of the hundred or so 
great paint ings reproduced in The National Gallery of 
London and its paintings (Bar tho lemew. $5.60) ed i ted 
by Marina Anzi l . The National Gal lery is ce lebrat ing its 
150th anniversary this year and the book is a 
magnif icent record. It contains a history of the gal lery 
and notes on each of the 100 colour plares. Other 
important paint ings are reproduced in black and whi te . 
The gal lery has a imed at a col lect ion of the best, rather 
than a representat ive col lect ion. 

3 
The harmonium player is Gauguin. The year about 

1895. The place is a flat in the Rue de la Grande 
Chaumiere. Paris, wh ich Gauguin shared wi th A lphonse 
Mucha, the art nouveau artist. Gauguin held his first 
Paris exhib i t ion that year. Mucha bought the 
harmonium. In Mucha Photographs, by Graham 
Overden. Academy Edit ions ($10.85) the interact ion 
between paint ing and photography is seen. Somet imes 
the inf luence on the photographs is strongly art nou­
veau. But e lsewhere, part icular ly in a Russian series, 
the feel ing is of a documentary . 

4 
A detail f rom a 14th century hanging scrol l by an 

unknown Chinese artist. The medium is ink on paper. 
The Colours of Ink, Chinese Paintings and Related 
Ceramics from the Cleveland Museum of Art, by 
Sherman E. Lee and catalogue contr ibut ions by James 
Robinson (Asia Society , Whitcoul ls . N.Z. agents, 
$12.10), is a cata logue of the col lect ion in the Cleveland 
Museum of Ar t . The text is author i tat ive but 
non-technical . The Book descr ibes brushes and the 
variety of ink as wel l as the aims of the artists. There are 
photographs of exquis i te pot tery too. 






