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New members

The Society welcomes the following new members;

Miss Amanda Crutchley
Miss Lydia Sulima-Rogaczewski
Mrs Faith Wright

Miss M. Riha

Mr D.P. Page

Mr John F. Coop

Dr & Mrs C.D. Cotter
Miss Josephine Mayo
Mrs J. Watt

Dr N.L.B. Walker

Mrs Jacqueline Baker
Mr & Mrs P.C.M. Straubel
Mr & Mrs P.J. Ingram
Mr C.W. Shaw

Mrs J.A. Betts

Miss Margaret Evans
Miss Ngaio Stupples
Miss Joanna Clyne

Mr John E. Burke

Mrs S.M. Sinclair

Mrs Kate Fraser

Miss Merylyn Tweedie
Mrs F.M. Ackroyd

Mrs R.l. Armstrong

Mr AW.S. Baird
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Mr & Mrs H.E. Baxter
Dr L. Davies

Mr & Mrs Antony Day
Mrs Hilary Dodd

Mr & Mrs J.M. Draper
Mrs F. Ernsten

Mrs A.C. Field

Mrs G. Fleming

Mrs Sylvia Giddens

Mr & Mrs P.J.P. Goldstein
Mrs M.A. Greenberg
Mr Ron Haggerty

Mrs D.M. Halpin

Mrs Robyn Hancock
Mr Ronald Jorgensen
Mr Michael Leese

Mr Tony Lingley

Miss Una Martin

Miss Caroline Montague
Mr & Mrs John Pryor
Mr Wayne Rogers

Mrs Renee Stanton
Mrs B. Tosswill _

Mr Roy Wensley-Smith
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Happenings
in the Gallery

1974 has got off to a favourable start for the Gallery.
The biggest and most successful exhibition that the C.S.A.
has ever had has just finished and like the Games, this
project required months of preparation. Organisers all had
their share of setbacks. Our full admiration goes to the
Secretary, Rusty Laidlaw, who was usually to be found at
the Gallery late at night when he should have been tucked
up in his favourite chair at home in front of television.

Qur next exhibition on a large scale is the C.S.A. Annual
Autumn in March. This is the exhibition that carries an Art
Union so any ten members of the Society will win a
painting to the value of ..... depending who is first out of
the hat.

The Annual Autumn has been a traditional exhibition
ever since the Society was formed in 1890. This exhibition
makes an intergsting comparison with that of the early
days. Looking back to the early 1920's, the Annual
Autumn was the social event of the year. Membership at
this time was about 600 and every working member
exhibited. Paintings submitted for the exhibition were
about 500 so the hanging committee were faced with an
unenviable task. Artists prominent in the Society at this
time were Grace Butler, J. Weeks, Cecil Kelly, A. Nicoll,
and M. Stoddart all of whom are now represented in
permanent collections throughout N.Z. and abroad. Art
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critics were Dr J. Lester and Professor Shelley and their
lengthy and details reviews occupied several columns of The
Press and the Lytteiton Times for the next few days.

The opening or private viewing of the Annual Autumn
was a conversazione occasion, dress was very formal and no
man was allowed in without a black tie. The women wore
lavish gowns and for the benefit of those who missed any
fashionable detail, a lady reporter form "The Press made a
detailed account of what people were wearing" and this
occupied nearly two columns of The Press the following
day. On Friday March 25th 1927 it was reported that "Miss
Isabel Menzies Gibb wore blush pink georgette embroidered
with jet beads and opalescent sequins

Supper parties after the opening were the usual practice
and a newx item the next would read "A studio party was
held at the home of Mr & Mrs Richard Wallwork in
Gracefield Ave, some of the guests present were

The Annual Autumn in the early days was an
atmosphere of formality and tradition and the custom of
importing borrowed furniture into the Gallery was
improved when. Professor Shelley in one of his reviews
wrote "the indiscriminate collection of auction room
furniture also does not assist in raising public taste, there
are many show rooms or shops in Christchurch which could
give many points to the exhibition in the matter of taste"

It was after this time that the furniture took on a more
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elegant appearance when the Society borrowed suitable
furniture from A.J. White's Ltd.

To match this elegance, a brass rail protected the
paintings from the spectator who might attack them. To
ensure further safety no person was allowed in the Gallery
with an umbrella or a walking stick.

So for some Art Society patrons, going back fifty years
will be all the difference between a New Zealand Sauterne
and Coffee and Buns.

JOANNA MOWAT
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Pottery notes

In the pottery section of the Art N.Z. '74 exhibition
there were 18 potters exhibiting, nine well-known
craftsmen from the North Island and nine invited from
Christchurch.

Of the former, Margaret Milne had an excellent group.
Her three pieces of porcelain were particularly pleasing. So,
too, was Irene Spiller's porcelain group of which a set of
two pieces was bought by the Canterbury Museum. A
square pressed and sprigged dish by Win Reed was also
purchased by the Museum.

One of Mirek Smisek's large salt-glazed pots was bought
by the University of Canterbury.

Congratulations to Michael Trumic and Denys Hadfield
on being awarded grants from the Queen Elizabeth Il Arts
Council.

In April, on a date not yet finalised, we are expecting a
Japanese—Australian potter, Mrs Hiroe Swen, from near
Canberra, to hold a demonstration school of some four to
five days. Her visit is eagerly awaited as she is a person of
great merit. At her exhibition in her new and specially-
designed gallery it was reported that she was a master
potter of world standard and a potter of genius. Her pots
are all made by hand. Shape, texture, colour and concept
are all treated with care and devotion. We hope that as
many potters as possible will attend this school as it will be
an opportunity that they should not miss.

Mari Tothill.
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