
news 
NUMBER SIXTEEN, NOVEMBER 1967 

CDA 
THE JOURNAL OF 
THE CANTERBURY SOCIETY OF ARTS 
CNR DURHAM AND ARMAGH STREETS 
P.O. BOX 772 
CHRISTCHURCH 
TELEPHONE 67-261 

HOW OUR NEW GALLERY WILL LOOK 

This drawing of our new gallery shows better than a photograph of the construction at its present stage 
what a substantial and imposing building we will have at 66 Gloucester Street, and suggests something of the way 
the architects, Messrs Stewart Minson (a former Councillor of the Society), Henning-Hansen and Dines, have 
triumphed over the challenge of the narrow section. 

The contract was let for just under $120,000, and the gallery is to be finished by February. 

Its first task will be to accommodate some of the 
many visual and plastic art exhibitions to be shown 
here during the 1969 Pan Pacific Arts Festival in 
March. 

A Festival opening is being planned. 
The apparent narrowness of the facade (this tends 

to be exaggerated by height), compared with the ap­
parent sprawl of our old gallery around its corner 
situation in Durham and Armagh Streets, has sug­
gested to many that there are no space gains, that, 
indeed, the new gallery will be smaller than the old 
one. 

The comparative areas and wall spaces are, there­
fore of some pertinence. 

The total floor area of our Durham Street gallery is 
5000 sq. ft., and the total wall space is 370ft. in linear 
measurement. 

This includes the small north gallery and the larger 
south gallery. 

In Gloucester Street, the first floor of the new gal­
lery will be of 5000 sq. ft., with 370ft. for hanging. 

As well, the new gallery's ground floor (excluding 
utilities like kitchen, offices, storage and so on) will 
provide 1500 sq. ft. and 160ft. of hanging space. 

The mezzanine floor will give 1400 sq. ft. and 70ft. 
of hanging space. 

The net gains are about 3000 sq. ft. of floor space 
with about 230ft. of hanging space. 



PAYING FOR THE NEW GALLERY 
This report from our Finance Committee sums 

up the situation in paying for our new Gallery, and 
describes some of the ways members and friends 
can help the society. 

With the new Gallery now well advanced, much 
spadework has been done and thought given to the 
paying off of the Society's 6 per cent mortgage of 
$50,000. For every reduction of $10,000 in the 
mortgage, the Society will have a further $600 a 
year available for the many things which are plan­
ned for the new Gallery. 

DO YOU KNOW 

• Any gifts made to the Society are free of all gift 
duties. 

• Donations up to the total annual limit of $50 are 
deductible for tax. 

• Advertising by business firms in various Society 
media has been approved by the Inland Revenue 
Department as a deductible expense for tax 
purposes. 
Members and others interested in helping the 

Society are urged to avail themselves of these tax 
concessions. 

In the past the Society has also received a number 
of legacies from members. 

Do not forget—Life Membership can be pur­
chased for $100. 

This almost doubles the size of the old gallery! 
Talking with the Director of the Robert McDougall 

Gallery, Mr W. S. Baverstock, the other day, we dis­
covered that but for his vigilance on one occasion we 
might not have a gallery at all, old or new. 

Mr Baverstock was invited by the late Archibald 
Nicol to take up the secretaryship of our society in 
1943, and held the post until 1959. 

For the latter decade of his term he was also Honor­
ary Curator (by invitation of the then Town Clerk, the 
late Mr H. S. Feast) of the McDougall, taking up the 
full-time Directorship in 1960. 

During his term with the Society Mr Baverstock re­
calls that he had been working late at the Durham 
Street Gallery on one occasion with some others pre­
paring an exhibition. 

He was last to leave, and as he was doing so he 
noticed a wisp of smoke proceeding from a gap in the 
floorboards. 

It transpired that a cigarette butt had dropped be­
tween boards and that accumulated dried dust and 
rubbish underneath was burning. There was a good 
draught and it would have needed but a little time for 
this fire to have strengthened, perhaps to consume 
the gallery. 

Fortunately Mr Baverstock was able to act promptly 
and effectively. 

In passing, Mr Baverstock mentioned that our 
Society held its first exhibition in the then new Boys' 
High School in Worcester Street (later part of the uni­
versity) in 1881. 

The first portion of the Durham Street gallery was 
used first in 1890 and the complete gallery first used 
in 1895. Between 1881 and 1890 Society exhibitions 
were held in Simpson and Williams premises in High 
Street. 

Members may have noticed the decorative work 
above the Durham Street entrance. The Justice De­
partment has agreed that the Society may keep these 
pieces of masonry, and the most economic time to 
secure any seems to be on the point of demolition. 

What their future, however, may be has not been 
determined. It is possible the architects may be able 
to incorporate one of the medallions on the new 
building, as a historic link with our origins. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The Society Extends a Welcome to these New 

Members: 
Mr G. J. Arthur Mrs A. D. Ryde 
Miss K. R. Barker Mrs P. J. Simpson 
Mrs V. M. Bryant Mr R. E. Smith 
Miss E. M. Gardiner Mrs V. M. Waterreus 
Mr G.J. Kane Mr John H.Webb 
Mrs A. M. Pannett Mrs F. P. Fudge 
Mrs R. S. Prebble Miss Vivien R. Homes 
Mrs Phillip Rolton \ 

NEW WORKING MEMBERS 
These artists have been elected full working mem­

bers of the Society: 
Mr Bruce Graham Mr Gregory Kane 
Mrs B. D. Aitken MrR. S.Mills 
Mrs Nan Hearn Mrs Norah Davison 
Miss M. H. Sutherland Mrs R. J. Kempe 
Mr Robert Clarkson Mrs M. Shackleton 

LEAVING NEW ZEALAND 
Mr P. A. Tomory, senior lecturer in the history of 

art at the University of Auckland, whose three articles 
on art in our country have been reprinted in "News" 
this year, is to leave New Zealand. 

Mr Tomory has accepted a post in the department 
of art history and archaeology at Columbia University, 
New York. 

The Vice-Chancellor of Auckland University, Mr K. 

J. Maidment, described his decision as an "unfortun­
ate blow." 

Mr Tomory is a recipient of the C.S.A. Medal for 
services to art. 

REMINDER 
The Society's annual general meeting will be in the 

Durham Street gallery on November 28. 
Mr Quentin Macfarlane, who visited Australia this 

year on the C.S.A.-Guthrey travel grant, will be the 
speaker. 

HOLY TRINITY ART COMPETITION 
The 1968 Holy Trinity (Wainuiomata) Art Compe­

tition will be opened on May 24 and continue through 
to June 3, 1968. The subject of the competition to be 
on a Biblical or Religious theme. 

The competition open to artists throughout New 
Zealand has sponsored prizes—first prize $200, sec­
ond prize $50, five merit prizes of $10 each. 

Anyone wishing to enter for this competition can 
write to Mr A. R. Taylor, organiser, Holy Trinity Art 
Competition, 55 Totara Street, Wainuiomata, for a 
copy of the conditions of entry ond entry form. 

Mr Taylor tells us that this is the third consecutive 
year in which they have organised an Art Exhibition, 
(the 1968 competition will be held in conjunction with 
the Exhibition) and sales have increased steadily. 

It is his organisation's wish that this competition 
will stimulate the arts in taking an interest in religious 
paintings, something they feel has been sadly 
neglected over the years. 

McDOUGALL GALLERY 
A touring exhibition embracing a wide variety of 

work by E. Mervyn Taylor (1906-64), best known to us 
as a wood carver and engraver, will be on show in 
the Robert McDougall Art Gallery from November 5 


