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APPEAL FROM ITALY

Arising from an appeal from ltaly, received by
the Christchurch Dante Alighieri Society, for funds
to help the salvage and restoration of great works
of art damaged in the severe flooding towards the
end of last year—in the Florentine galleries and
museums in particular—Christchurch sculptor Ria
Bancroft has made a particularly noble gesture.

The piece illustrated here, “Seated Nude' one
which she has steadfastly declined to sell hitherto,
she is now offering, to boost this fund.

From the moment Mrs Bancroft brought the
beautiful little figure into the gallery events moved
swiftly. Some early donations have secured it for
the society, but further donations are needed to meet
Mrs Bancroft’s valuation.

It is reassuring to realise that this work will
remain available to the public in Christchurch—
especially when it can be permanently displayed in
the new Gallery—and that Mrs Bancroft, too, will be
able to keep it in view.

“SEATED NUDE’': Bronze on base of Sienese Marble, 74in H., 74in L.—Ria Bancroft, Florence, 1961.
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Mrs Bancroft has this to say about her work, and
Florence:

“This is a study of the beautiful Italian model
“Nella’, who posed for us, at the Academia di Belle
Arte, Florence.

““Her natural, unconscious grace captured my
imagination, and | made two small sculptures, one
from life, a standing pose about 15in (private collec-
tion, Rome) and this little seated study from memory,
in my studio at via XX Settembre, high above the
roofs of Florence, in sight of the Duomo and Giotto’s
dream-like Campanile (Bell Tower).

"It was made in plaster for bronze (| still have
the plaster model) and the bronze casting was by
Guastini, a master craftsman.

“The plating is my own, created with various
acids, after studying the beautiful colours of the
antique bronzes in the museums.

"The Sienese marble, is a warm glowing colour,
and complements the plating of the bronze.

“In spite of various offers, | have always de-
clined to sell this work, as for me, it represents Flor-
ence, and my dear kind ltalian friends.




Now Florence, and all she means to us in cul-
tural heritage to the Western world, calls to us for
help.
This week, | received heart-breaking letters and
photographs from my friends in Italy, and as a mem-
ber of the Christchurch branch of the Dante Alighieri
Society, | offer the little bronze to them in their ap-
peal for funds.

Mr Stockwell of the Dante Alighiere Society,
presented the idea to Mr John Oakley, and the C.S.A.
who have generously offered their help.

AWARD OF THE C.S.A. SILVER MEDAL

Mr P. A. Tomory, former Director of the Auckland
City Art Gallery and now senior lecturer in art history
at the Elam School of Art, has been awarded the
Society's Silver Medal for his lively and vigorous
services to art in New Zealand.
The award was announced by the President (Mr

S. E Mair) to the annual meeting, and the presenta-
tion will be made at the Society's 1967 Autumn Ex-
hibition.

The Citation,
which was prepared
by Mr W. A. Sut-

ton, reads:
To Mr P. A.
Tomory—
"For his notable
contribution in

bringing work by
New Zealand
painters to the no-
tice of the New
Zealand and Inter-
national scenes,
especially for his
recognition of Can-
terbury's  painters
and the important
part they play in
the culture of the
country.

"For his service
to the Arts Advis-
ory Council and to
the country in be-
ing directly responsible for the organisation of travel-
ling exhibitions of important work from overseas.
"For his work in the capacity of Director of the
Auckland City Art Gallery in promoting serious pub-
lications on the arts, and for acting as a guide and
stimulus to artists and the public of New Zealand in
demonstrating the vital role an art gallery can play
in the community."

McDOUGALL GALLERY

The Robert McDougall Art Gallery is open continu-
ously through the holidays, except Christmas Day,
from 10 a.m. to 4.30 on week days and from 2 p.m.
to 4.30 on Sundays, with the city's permanent collec-
tion on display.

Exhibitions in sight for early 1967 are:

From mid-January—"Reproductions of Drawings
of the Rijksmuseum". These are Dutch drawings
of the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries. The show is
sponsored by the Queen Elizabeth Il Arts Council and
arranged by the National Gallery.

From mid-February—A Unesco exhibition, "The
Art of Writing". This comprises fifty large panels,
and covers not only writing and written communica-
tion in the old civilisations, but extends to the modern
techniques of speed rotary newspaper and poster
prlilnting. Handwriting is, of course, dealt with very
fully.

OFFICE HOLIDAY

Our office at the Durham Street Art Gallery
will reopen on Monday, January 16.

| am most grateful to them all, as | feel the
bronze is no longer mine, and so | will allow the
"Little Florentine Signorina" to make her own appeal
on behalf of her home, that living museum of art—
Florence—Ria Bancroft, December 1966."

The Sienese marble Mrs Bancroft has used a
rich, glowing colour, is in fact a semi-precious stone
and is the same as Michelangelo used for his inlaid
work in the Medici Chapel.

Members who wish to help in the appeal may
leave donations at the society's office.

Mr Tomory will be fourth to receive the Medal.
The others were the "Christchurch Star," Sir James
Hay and Mr Sydney Thompson, O.B.E.

The Medal itself, illustrated here, is bigger
than a New Zealand Crown and about twice as
thick. It was first awarded early this century to
students.

For some unknown reason the award was dis-
continued for many years and when the President (Mr
S. E. Mair) heard of it a few years ago he suggested
this be resumed for distinguished service to art.

Beginning with the March issue, the "News"
will begin reprinting a series of three articles by Mr
Tomory on Art in New Zealand. These originally
appeared in the "Listener" in 1964, and we are
indebted both to the Editor of the "Listener" (Mr
M. H. Holcroft) and to Mr Tomory for permission
to use them.

CONGRATULATIONS

Our congratulations go to two Working Members
who have been granted awards by the Queen Eliza-
beth 1l Arts Council.

Miss Eileen Mayo will be able to study recent
trends in Australian and New Zealand print-making

She is a designer here, trained at The Slade and
London's Central School of Arts and Crafts, and is
represented in museums and art galleries here and
overseas.

Mr Phillip Trusttum will spend six months study-
ing paintings in the Melbourne gallery and a second
similar period visiting private and public collections
in Sydney, Adelaide and Canberra.

He gained his Diploma of Fine Arts here and
has been represented in exhibitions of contemporary
New Zealand painting here and overseas.

FESTIVAL REPRESENTATIVE

Mr W. A. Sutton has been appointed by the Council
to represent the Society on the Visual Arts Committee
of the Pan Pacific Festival organisation. The second
Festival is to be held early in 1968.



